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This plateau was also a cradle of human civ- 
ilization. At Catalhdytik, remains of settle- 
ments as old as the eighth millennium B.C. 
have been unearthed. Here in the homeland 
of many civilizations and the historic battle- 
ground between East and West, the Hattis, 
Hittites, Phrygians, Galatians, Romans, 
Byzantines, Seljuks and Ottomans all fought 
for their sovereignty and established their 
rule. In the 11th century, migrating Turks 
from the east made the plateau their own. 




I 



Ankara (Angora) cat 



During its turbulent history, Central 
Anatolia has endured invasion by great con- 
querors, such as Alexander the Great and 
Tamerlane. In the course of ten millennia of 
habitation, the denizens of the area have 
reflected in their art the dramatic contours 
of the surrounding landscape, from the vig- 
orous paintings of Catalhoyuk and the con- 
fident lines of Seljuk architecture, to, more 
recently, the impressive modern form of 
Ataturk's mausoleum. 



ANKARA 



The city of Ankara lies in the center of 
Anatolia on the eastern edge of the great, 
high Anatolian Plateau, at an altitude of 
850 meters. The province is a predomi- 
nantly fertile wheat steppeland, with forest- 
ed areas in the northeast. It is bordered by 
the provinces of Cankiri and Bolu to the 
north, Eski§ehir to the west, Konya and 
Aksaray to the south, and Kinkkale and 
Kirsehir to the east. 

The region's history goes back to the 
Bronze Age Hatti civilization, which was 
succeeded in the 2nd millennium B.C. by 
the Hittites, in the 10th century B.C. by the 
Phrygians, then by the Lydians and 
Persians. After these came the Galatians, a 
Celtic race who were the first to make 
Ankara their capital in the 3rd century B.C. 
1 1 was then known as Ancyra, meaning 
"anchor," one of the oldest words in the 
language of the sea-loving Celts. The city 
subsequently fell to the Romans, and to the 
Byzantines. Seljuk Sultan Alparslan 
opened the door into Anatolia for theTurks 
at the victory of Malazgirt in 1071. Then in 
1073, he annexed Ankara, an important 




location for military transportation and 
natural resources, to Turkish territory. 
The city was an important cultural, trading, 
and arts center in Roman times, and an 
important trading center on the caravan 
route to the east in Ottoman times. It had 
declined in importance by the nineteenth 
century. It again became an important cen- 
ter when Kemal Ataturk chose it as the base 
from which to direct the War of Liberation. 
By consequence of its role in the war and 
its strategic position, it was declared the 
capital of the new Republic of Turkey on 
October 13th, 1923. 



Mustafa Kemal Ataturk 



SITES TO SEE 

Anitkabir (Ataturk Mausoleum): Located 
on an imposing hill in the Anittepe quarter 
of the city stands the mausoleum of Kemal 
Ataturk, founder of the Republic of Turkey. 
Completed in 1953, it is an impressive 
fusion of ancient and modern architectural 
ideas and remains unsurpassed as an 
accomplishment of modern Turkish archi- 
tecture. There is a museum housing a supe- 



rior wax statue of Ataturk; writings, letters 
and items belonging to Ataturk, as well as 
an exhibition of photographs recording 
important moments in his life and in the 
establishment of the Republic. (Anitkabir is 
open everyday, and the museum every day 
except Mondays. During the summer, there 
is a light and sound show in the evenings). 

MUSEUMS 

The Museum of Anatolian Civilizations 

is close to the citadel entrance. An old 
bedesten (covered bazaar) has been beauti- 
fully restored and now houses a marvelous 
and unique collection of Paleolithic, 
Neolithic, Hatti, Hittite, Phrygian, Urartian, 
and Roman works and showpiece Lydian 
treasures. (Open every day, except 
Monday. During the summer, the museum 
opens every day). 

The Ethnography Museum is opposite the 
Opera House on Talat Pasa Boulevard. 
There is a fine collection of folkloric arti- 
facts as well as artifacts from Seljuk and 
Ottoman mosques. (Open every day, 
except Monday). 

The Painting and Sculpture Museum is 
close to the Ethnography Museum and 
houses a rich collection of Turkish art from 
the late 19th century to the present day. 
There are also galleries for guest exhibi- 
tions. (Open every day, except Monday). 
The Liberation War Museum, diagonally 





Fainting and Sculpture 
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across the street from Ulus Square, is in 
what was originally the first parliament 
building of the Republic of Turkey. There 
the War of Liberation was planned and 
directed as recorded in various pho- 
tographs and items on exhibition. In anoth- 
er display are wax figures of former presi- 
dents of the Republic of Turkey. (Open 
every day, except Monday). 
The Museum of the Republic, close to the 
Liberation War Museum, is housed in what 
was the second parliament building of the 
Republic. The exhibition here records 
important events in the early republican 
period. (Open every day, except Monday). 
Ataturk's House is on the grounds of the 
Presidential Palace in Cankaya and was 
Ataturk's house after the founding of the 
Republic. The house is much as it was in 
Ataturk's day, and exhibits photographs 
that record important events. (Open 
Sundays and on religious and national hol- 
idays, 1:30 pm to 5:00 pm). 
The Natural History Museum can be 
found on the grounds of the MTA 
(Mineral Research and Exploration 
Institute) on the Eskisehir road in Ankara. 
The displays record the evolutionary devel- 
opment of the world. (Open every day 
except religious holidays). 
PTT Museum collections were begun 
between 1880 and 1888 by then Postal 
Director Izzet Efendi. The Museum in 



Altindag was opened in 1982, and contains 
a postal display, a telegraph and telephone 
display, and a stamp display. (Open week- 
days). 

The TRT Museum (Turkish Radio & Tele- 
vision Broadcasting) has exhibits from the 
beginning of radio in Turkey, including an- 
tique phonographs and radios. It is located 
in the TRT General Directorate building in 
the Oran district. (Open Mon.,Wed., Fri., 
11 am - 3 pm). 

Mehmet Akif Ersoy Museum, on the Ha- 
cettepe University Central Campus, com- 
memorates the famous national poet who, 
in this house, wrote the text of the Turkish 
national anthem, as well as songs of inde- 
pendence, and many poems. (Open week- 
days from 10 am - 12 pm and 2 pm - 4 
pm). 

The TCDD Open-air Locomotive Muse- 
um, near the railway station by Celal Bayar 
Blvd., shows the history of steam locomotion 
through the locomotives on display. (Open 
weekdays). 

The Cartography Museum, located in the 
Harita Genel Komutanhgi building in the 
Cebeci quarter, has old and new maps. 
(Open Tues. and Thurs. from 9 am - 12 pm 
and 2 pm - 5 pm). 

The Meteorology Museum on Sanator- 
yum Ave. in Kalaba, shows the history of 
meteorology in Turkey. (Open weekdays). 
The Education Museum follows the history 
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Cultic figure from Alacahoyiik, 
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and technology of education in Turkey. It is 
located in Ankara Gazi University, in the 
Be§evler district. (Open weekdays). 
The Toy Museum in Cebeci houses toys of 
all kinds made of wood, metal, porcelain, 
paper, etc. (Open Wednesdays and Fridays 
from 10 am to 5 pm). 
METU Museum on the campus of Middle 
East Technical University has archeological 
artifacts and ethnographic displays. (Open 
weekdays, 9:30 am to 3:30 pm). 
T.C. Ziraat Museum at the Ulus branch of 
the bank displays a rich collection of coins 
and money in a building of architectural 
beauty. (Open weekdays from 8:30 am to 
5:30 pm) 

HISTORICAL MONUMENTS 

Ankara Citadel: The foundations of the ci- 
tadel were laid by the Galatians on a promi- 
nent lava outcrop, and completed by the 
Romans. The Byzantines and Seljuks made 
restorations and additions. The area around 
and inside the citadel, being the oldest part 
of Ankara, contains many fine examples of 
traditional architecture. There are also 
lovely green areas in which to relax. It is well 
known that the Ankara region was the 
cradle of wine in Hatti and Hittite times 
around 2000 B.C.. Many restored traditional 
Turkish houses in the area of the citadel 
have found new life as restaurants, serving 
local and international dishes and wine. 



Roman Theatre: The remains, incl 
pro-scene (stage), and scene (backstage), can 
be seen outside the citadel. Roman statues 
that were found here are exhibited in the 
Museum of Anatolian Civilizations. The 
audience area is still under excavation. 
Temple of Augustus: The temple is in the 
Ulus quarter of the city. It was built by the 
Galatian King Pylamenes in 10 A.D. as a 
tribute to Augustus, and was reconstructed 
by the Romans on the ancient Ankara Acro- 
polis in the 2nd century. It is important 
today for the "Monument Ancyranum," the 
sole surviving "Political Testament" of 
Augustus, detailing his achievements, 
inscribed on its walls in Latin and Greek. In 
the fifth century the temple was converted 
into a church by the Byzantines. 
Roman Bath: The bath, situated on Cankm 
Avenue in Ulus, has all the typical features: a 
frigidarium (cold room), tepidarium (cool 
room) and caldarium (hot room). They were 
built in the time of Emperor Caracalla (3rd 
century A.D.) in honour of Asclepios, the 
god of medicine. Today only the basement 
and first floors remain. 
Column of Julian: This column, in Ulus, 
was erected in 362 A.D., probably to 
commemorate a visit by the Roman Emperor 
Julian the Apostate. It stands fifteen meters 
high and has a typical leaf decoration on the 
capital. 

Monument of the Republic: Erected in 
1927 in Ulus Square, it is a symbol of the 
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struggle for independence on the part of 

Ataturk and the Turkish people in the War of 

Liberation. 

Monument to a Secure, Confident Future: 

This monument, in Giiven Park, was erected 

in 1935 and bears Ataturk's advice to his 

people: "Be proud, hardworking, and believe 

in yourself." 

Victory Monument: Erected in 1927 in 

Zafer Square in the Sihhiye quarter, it shows 

Ataturk in uniform. 

Hatti Monument: Erected in the 1970's in 

Sihhiye Square, this impressive monument 

symbolizes the Hatti gods and commemorates 

Anatolia's earliest known civilization. 



Guven Park 



MOSQUES 

Haci Bayram Mosque: This mosque, in 
Ulus, next to the Temple of Augustus, was 
built in the early 15th century in Seljuk style 
and was subsequently restored by Sinan in 
the 16th century, with Kutahya tiles being 
added in the 18th century. The mosque was 
built in honor of Haci Bayram Veli, whose 
tomb is next to the mosque. 
Aslanhane Mosque: This Seljuk mosque, 
near the citadel, was built in the 13th 
century. The mosque has a mihrap (prayer 
niche showing the direction to Mecca) of 
Seljuk tiles, and an unusual double 
colonnade of wooden columns. Next to the 
mosque is the tomb of Ahi §erafeddin. 
Ahi Elvan Mosque: Found in the Ulus 
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quarter near the Citadel, this mosque was 
built and finished during the late 14th and 
early 15th centuries. The finely carved 
walnut mimber (pulpit) is of particular 
interest. 

Alaaddin Mosque: This mosque is inside 
the Citadel walls. It has a carved walnut 
mimber, the inscription on which shows 
that the mosque was built in the 12th 
century by the Seljuk ruler, Mesut. 
Yeni (Cenab Ahmet) Mosque: This is the 
largest Ottoman mosque in Ankara and 
was built by the famous architect Sinan in 
the 16th century. The mimber (pulpit) and 
mihrap (prayer niche) are of white marble, 
and the mosque itself is of Ankara stone 
(red porphyry), an example of very fine 
workmanship. Yeni Cami is on Ulucanlar 
Avenue. 

Kocatepe Mosque: This is a recently 
constructed mosque of great size in 
classical Ottoman design with four 
minarets. Built between 1967 and 1987 in 
the Kocatepe quarter, its size and prominent 
situation have made it a landmark. 

PARKS 

Ankara has many delightful parks and 
open spaces established in the early years 
of the Republic in accordance with 
Atattirk's belief in the importance of trees 
and natural beauty. The most important of 
these parks are: Genclik Park (which also has 
an amusement park), the Botanical Gar- 
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den, Segmenler, Anayasa, Kugulu, Abdi 
ipekci, Guven, Demetevier, Cemre, 
Kale, Anit, Kurtulus. (for ice skating) and 
Altin Park (Fairground). 
Ataturk Orman <^iftligi (Ataturk Farm 
and Zoo) is now within the growing city 
and is a pleasant place to spend a day. 
There is also a replica of the house where 
Ataturk was born in Salonica, an excellent 
restaurant, and some cafes. Visitors can 
sample such famous products of the farm 
as its excellent beer, old-fashioned ice 
cream, yogurt, milk, and meat rolls. 

GOLF 

Erkeksu Ciftligi has a 9-hole golf course 
set in a lovely, peaceful countryside 
environment located 40 km west of Ankara 
via Sincan. 



ARTS AND CULTURE 

Ankara is a center for opera, ballet, jazz 
and modern dance, as well as home of the 
prestigious Presidential Symphony 
Orchestra. Ankara also has a large number 
ot theatres staging many ambitious 
productions. In addition to public and 
private galleries throughout the city, 
exhibitions are also held at the Ataturk 
Cultural Center. The city also has many 
cinemas showing the best Turkish 



and 



foreign films, and there are a 



number of film festivals on various 



themes throughout the year, in particular 
the International Film Days in March. 
Every year in April and May the city hosts 
the Sevda Cenap And International Arts 
and Music Festival with performances by 
the finest Turkish and foreign musicians. 
The Children's Festival on April 23 is also 
quite an event, with groups of children 
from all over the world taking part. There 
is also an International Cartoon Film 
Festival and the Asian-European Arts 
Biennial scheduled sometime in the spring 
or summer. Altin Park is home to the 
Ankara Fairgrounds where lovely fairs are 
held year-round. 

SHOPPING 

Visitors to the city usually like Lo visit the 
old shops in Ciknkcilar Yoku§u near 
Ulus. The street of copper workers 
(Bakircilar farfisi) is particularly 
popular, and many interesting old and new 
items, not just of copper, can be found 
here, such as jewelry, carpets, costumes, 
antiques and embroidery. Walking up the 
hill to the citadel gate, you find many 
interesting shops selling spices, dried 
fruits, nuts, and all manner of produce; the 
selection is huge and very fresh. Modern 
shopping areas are mostly found in 
Kizilay, on Tunali Hilmi Avenue, includ- 
ing the modern mall of Karum, and in 
the Atakule Tower in (lankaya. From the 





Atakule 



top of Atakule (125 meters) there is a 
magnificent view over the whole city. 
There is also a revolving restaurant where 
the complete panorama can be enjoyed in a 
more leisurely fashion. The Galleria, in 
Umitkoy and Bilkent Center are other 
modern shopping opportunities. 

ENVIRONS OF ANKARA 

Twenty-five kilometers to the south of 
Ankara on the Konya road is Golbasi Lake, 
a popular place to visit for its attractive 
scenery and its fine lake side restaurants. 
Incek, 15 km southwest of Ankara, is a 
favorite rest area for Ankara residents, with 
its lovely fruit trees, green areas and picnic 
sites. Another favorite place for picnics is 
Karagol Lake, 68 km north of the city on 
the airport road, for which one should take 
the turn off for the town of Cubuk. 
The three dams around the city, Qubuk 
(15 km on the (Rankin Highway), 
Kurtbogazi (50 km on the Istanbul 
Highway) and Bayindir (15 km on the 
Kinkkale Highway) are pleasant places to 
visit for swimming and picnicking. There 
are also restaurants, and at Bayindir, good 
camping facilities. Other dams in the 
Ankara province include Sanyer, 
Kesikkopru, Hirfanh, Asartepe, and 
Camhdere. 

Walkers will delight in exploring the three 
main forests around Ankara. South of the 
city, on the Kir§ehir Highway (54 km), is 



the Beynam Forest, while to the north, on 
the Istanbul Highway (82 km), is the 
Kizilcahamam Soguksu National Park 

and farther along in the same direction 
(110 km) is the Camkoru Forest. All are 
delightful retreats from the clamor of the 
city, and each provides many lovely places 
for picnics. 

Elmadag Mountain (1,855 meters), some 
23 kilometers east of Ankara, can be seen 
from most parts of the city. The first 
snowfall on the mountain heralds the start 
oi winter and the beginning of skiing, and 
other winter sports to be enjoyed at the 
pleasant resort center there. 

THERMAL SPAS 

In the province of Ankara there are six 
thermal centers: Kizilcahamam Kaphca 
80 km to the north, Haymana Kaphca 72 
km to the south, and to the northwest are 
Ayas Kaphca (57 km), Dutlu Kaphca (85 
km) Meliksah in Cubuk (30 km), and 
Mahkoy in Polath (80 km). All offer 
comfortable facilities in which to soak away 
your cares. The thermal baths have 
beneficial properties and are, of course, 
altogether pleasurable. 
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At Gavurkalesi, 60 km from Ankara on the 
Haymana Highway near Derekoy, the 
remains of an open-air Hittite temple, a 
tomb and two reliefs of Hittite gods can be 
seen . 

The most important Phrygian sites in 
Anatolia are to be found in the provinces of 
Ankara, Eskisehir and Afyon. Yassihoyuk 
(Gordion), 105 km southwest of Ankara on 
the Eskisehir highway, was the capital of 
Phrygia and the place where Alexander the 
Great cut the Gordion Knot to gain the key 
to Asia. The tumulus of King Midas, who 
turned whatever he touched to gold, can be 
visited here. Nearby, the remains of the 
ancient city Gordion, still under excavation, 
and a small museum are worth a quick tour. 
Farther along the same Ankara-Eski§ehir 
road is Balhhisar (Pessinus), an important 
Phrygian religious cult center. The most 
important remains are those of a temple to 
Cybele, the mother goddess whose worship 
was at the heart of the Phrygian culture. The 
small open air museum has some interesting 
sculptures and tombstones. 
At Midas City (Yazih Kaya), between 
Afyon and Eskisehir, two enormous facades 
cut into a rocky promontory once held cult 
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statues for the worship of Cybele in their 
niches. Throughout the area rock tombs, 
cave-like openings, pierce the sand colored 
stone. An underground passage leads from 
the site to the valley below. 
Aslantas. and Aslankaya were both centers 
of cult worship in Phrygian times. The for- 
mer, 34 km north of Afyon, has two monu- 
mental lion reliefs; the latter, 52 km from 
Afyon, comprises a temple and a lion relief. 
Other Phrygian monuments can be explored 
at nearby Doganhkale, Kiimbet and 
Deveboynu. 

Eskisehir was founded by the Phrygians in 
the first millennium B.C. on the banks of the 
Porsuk River. Significant architectural 
monuments include the 13th-century 
Alaeddin Mosque and the 16th-century 
Kursunlu Complex. All four of the city 
museums are worth visiting: the 

Archeological Museum has Phrygian 
artifacts and sculptures from the area; the 
Meerschaum Pipe Museum displays pipes 
and other meerschaum works; the Ye§il 
Efendi Ottoman House Museum, a fine 
example of 19th-century domestic architec- 
ture, houses a collection of local ethnographia 
as well as fireplaces where meerschaum 
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is cured; and the Ataliirk Culture Museum 
has a photographic exhibition taken from 
Ataturk's life, a number of personal effects 
and a display o[ items made of meerschaum. 
The world's best meerschaum comes from 
mines in the area surrounding Eskisehir. 
Pipes and other objects can be purchased in 
the city souvenir shops. Sakaryaba§i, a 
spring-fed lake surrounded by beautiful 
park land, draws many visitors who want to 
enjoy the fresh air and eat fresh fish in one 
of the restaurants there. 
Sivrihisar's charm derives from its many 
typical Ottoman houses which imbue the 
town with an air of bygone elegance. The 
13th-century Ulu Mosque, formerly a 
caravanserai, and the Alemsah Mausoleum 
are very interesting and worth a visit. 
Connoisseurs of carpets and kilims will 
know that kilims from Sivrihisar are partic- 
ularly prized. Near Sivrihisar, in the village 
Nasrettin Hoca, the Nasrettin Hoca 
Museum has ethnographical displays as 
well as amusing stories and pictures about 
the famous fabler. 

On the hillside above Seyyit Battal Gazi 
stands the imposing 13th-century mosque 
and tomb complex built in memory of the 
"warrior of Islam," Seyyit Battal. 
Yunus Emre Village (Sarikoy) is the burial 
place of Yunus Emre, the great 13th 
century poet. His poetry lives today, with 
iis message of love and humanity as relevant 
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as ever. Commemorative celebrations are 
held in the town every May. In addition, 
visitors to his grave can see a small museum 
dedicated to his life and works. 

NORTH OF ANKARA 

The third-century B.C. Galatian settlement 
of Gangrea is the foundation of 
present day Cankm, 135 km from Ankara. 
The earliest evidences of civilization are 
dated at about 3000 B.C. There are impor- 
tant tumuli (burial mounds) in this 
province, as well as artifacts from various 
civilizations in the (Rankin Museum. The 
ruins of an 1 1 th-century fortress overlook 
the city. In town, the Ulu Mosque (Sultan 
Suleyman), completed in 1558 by 

Turkey's greatest architect, Sinan, recalls 
the years of Ottoman culture. The 
Cavundur thermal spa has bathing and 
drinking water beneficial for rheumatic and 
inflammatory diseases. The waters 

flow from the ground at 54°C at a rate of 47 
liters/second. Tas. Mescit, or Cemaleddin 
Ferruh Darulhadisi, a medieval hospital 
built in 1242, lies just outside the city. 
North o[ Qmkin is the beautiful Ilgaz 
National Park and Ski Center. In the park, 
Kadm C a y iri ' s a particularly lovely rest 
area with pools, green areas and cafes. Near 
Eldivan, 15 km southwest of Cankin, is 
Bulbulpinari, a picturesque rest area with 
lush greenery and picnic spots. 



NORTHEAST AND EAST OF ANKARA 



Kinkkale is a rapidly expanding industrial 
center on the major highway that leads east 
out of Ankara to the Black Sea. Passing by 
Kinkkale is the Kizihrmak River, known 
in ancient times as Halys, where you can 
spend a pleasant afternoon relaxing in one 
of the restaurants, set in the pastoral land- 
scape, or visit the restful Celal Bayar Park. 
In Kinkkale, the Gun Museum displays 
different types of guns that are made in 
Kinkkale 's gun factories. 
After the highway divides, the eastern fork 
leads to Yozgat, 217 km from Ankara. 
Founded in the 18th century by the 
Ottomans, this city has two important 
buildings from this period - the Capanoglu 
Mosque and the adjoining Stileyman Bey 
Mosque. The 19th-century Nizamoglu 
Mansion, an attractive example of domes- 
tic Turkish architecture, now houses 
ethnographical exhibits. The Yusuf 
Karshoglu Mansion Archeological Museum 
has Hatti, Hittite, Phrygian, Roman and 
Byzantine artifacts. Camhk National Park 
is a few kilometers south of the city. 
All the major early-Hittite sites lie in the 
province of Chorum in Bogazkale National 
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Park, between Yozgat and the city of 
Chorum. Impressive double walls running 
past the Royal Gate, the Lion Gate and the 
Yer Kapi (an underground tunnel), ring the 
Hittite city of Hattu§a§, known today as 
Bogazkale. The more than 70 temples in 
the city made this the Hittite religious 
center and gave it the name, "City of 
Temples". The largest ruins are those of the 
great temple to the storm god Teshup. The 
Acropolis contained government buildings, 
the Imperial Palace and the archives of the 
Hittite Empire. In 1180 B.C. the Phrygians 
devastated the city. After thorough excava- 
tions at the site, the city walls are now 
being extensively restored. 
Yazihkaya, an open-air rock pantheon 
dating from the 13th century B.C., contains 
fine reliefs of all the Hittite gods and 
goddesses. 

Alacahoyuk, north ol Bogazkale on the 
road to Chorum, was the center of the flour- 
ishing Hattian culture during the Bronze 
Age. The magnificent Hattian gold and 
bronze objects in the Museum of Anatolian 
Civilization in Ankara w r ere found in the 
Royal Tombs dating from this period. All 






the standing remains at Alacahoyiik, 
however, such as the Sphinx Gate, date 
from the Hittite period. Important Hittite 
settlements in the province of Chorum 
include Ali§ar and Masathoyiik, as well as 
§apinuva in the county of Ortakoy, which 
is situated in beautiful countryside along 
the £ekerek River. §apinuva was the 
second most important Hittite city in the 
kingdom. Between the Abdullah and Kargi 
Plateaus is the village of Hacihamza with 
interesting regional architecture. 
Chorum, an important city on the road from 
central Anatolia to the Black Sea, produces 
the finest chickpeas in Turkey. Significant 
historical buildings include the 13th- 
century Ulu Mosque and the 19th-century 
clocktower. The tower, which was built in 
the shape of a minaret, is 27.5 meters high, 
5.3 meters in diameter, and has an 
eight-sided base and is ascended by means 
of an 81-step circular staircase. 

The small town of Merzifon, 49 km 
northwest of Amasya, has several Ottoman 
monuments, including the 15th century 
Celebi Sultan Mehmet Medrese (theological 
college), the 17th century Kara Mustafa 
Pa§a Mosque, and the 19th century clock 
tower. There are also sights worth seeing 
in Gumushacikoy, 22 km from Merzifon, 
including a 19th century bazaar, the 15th 
century Haliliye Medrese, and 18th and 
19th century Yakup Pasa, Darphane, and 
Maden mosques. 
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Set in a narrow gorge of the Ye§ihrmak 
(Iris) River, Amasya dates from the third 
century B.C. The ruins of the citadel rise 
from the craggy rock and contain an 
Ottoman Palace and a secret underground 
passageway. Hewn into the rock face 
above the city, are impressive Roman rock 
tombs that are illuminated at night creating 
a spectacular image. The beauty of the 
natural surroundings and the splendid 
architectural legacy have combined to 
endow the city with the accolade of one of 
the most beautiful cities in Turkey. Among 
the sights of interest for visitors are the 
13th-century Seljuk Burmali Minare 
Mosque, the Torumtay Tomb, the 
Gokmedrese Mosque, the 14th-century 
Hhanid Hospital with lovely reliefs around 
its portal, the 15th-century Beyazit I 
Mosque complex and the unusual octago- 
nal Kapi Aga Medrese. 
Traditional Turkish wooden mansions, or 
konaks, on the north bank of the 
Yesjhrmak River in the Hatuniye quarter 
(Yahboyu), have been restored to their 
former splendor, and some of these have 
been turned into guest houses. The 
restored 19th-century Hazeranlar Konagi, 
one of the loveliest, now houses an art 
gallery on the first floor and the 
Ethnography Museum on the second. The 
Archeology Museum has an interesting 
collection o( regional artifacts including 
mummies of the llhanid Mongol rulers 
of Amasya. Cafes, restaurants, tea 






gardens and parks line the riverside and 
provide tranquil spots from which to enjoy 
the city's romantic atmosphere. From the 
top of (^akallar Hill you have a beautiful 
view of the city. 

Excellent places for relaxing are located 
near Amasya. Set amid magnificent 
mountain scenery, Borabay Mountain 
Lake is one such popular place for day 
trips. It is 63 km northeast of Amasya at 
an elevation of 1 ,050 meters. Seven Swans 
Bird Heaven is a refuge for migratory birds 
32 km from Amasya. And Terzikoy 
Thermal Spring, with hotel and motel 
facilities, is 36 km away. 
The whole province of Amasya is filled with 
orchards which produce some of the 
world's most delicious apples. 
Tokat, also on the Yesjlirmak River, has 
many Seljuk and Ottoman monuments 
which lend a picturesque yet solemn 
aesthetic to the city scape. Among the main 
historical buildings are the ruins of a 
28 tower castle, the 11th-century Garipler 
Mosque and a Seljuk bridge. The 13th- 
century Pervane Bey Daru§sifasi (Gok 
Medrese), one of Tokat's finest buildings, is 
now the Archeology Museum. A regional 
commercial center, Tokat has retained 
many oi its old commercial warehouses, 
including the Tashan, Suluhan, Yagcioglu 
Hani and Gazi Emir (Yazmacilar) Hani. A 
walk down Sulu Sokak in the city center, a 
street lined with inns, mausoleums, bazaars 
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and baths, provides an excellent overview 
of the city's architecture. In the Gazi Emir 
(Yazmacilar) Hani you can find many 
specimens of block-printed cloth, a 300- 
year-old tradition for which Tokat is 
famous. A tradition of carved and painted 
wood decoration and painted murals give 
the konaks (mansions) of Tokat a 
particular elegance. The 19th-century 
Madimagm Celalin Konak and the 
Latifoglu Konak have been restored to their 
former splendor to give a vivid picture of 
the good life in rural Turkey 100 years ago. 
The Ballica Cave in Tokat, containing 
many fossils, is also a must to see. It is 680 
m long with five underground levels and 
eight large rooms. The air in this cave filled 
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with stalactites and stalagmites is beneficial 
for sufferers of asthma. 
In 47 BC, the Romans conquered the four 
cities of Komana, Zela (Zile), Neccaesarea 
(Niksar), and Sebastapolis (Sulusaray) 
which were included in the province of 
Pontus in the first century AD. 
Niksar, 69 kilometers northeast of Tokat, 
was once the capital of the Dantsmend 
Emirs. The town has a well-preserved 
citadel as well as early Turkish monuments, 
including the Coregi Buyuk Mosque, which 
boasts a very fine 12th-century carved 
stone portal. It was in Zile, south of 
Amasya and west of Tokat that Julius 
Caesar, after a particularly speedy battle, 












quaffed a cup of Tokat's fine local wine, 
and declared his famous "Veni, vidi, vici." 
Beneath the citadel which guards the city 
stands the restored Ulu Mosque of 1269. 
Sivas, an important commercial center 
during the Middle Ages, stood at the 
junction of the caravan routes to Persia and 
Baghdad. Between 1142 and 1171 it was 
the capital of the Danismend Emirs and a 
vitally important urban center during 
Seljuk rule. The remaining architectural 
monuments reflect this formerly promi- 
nent position. The Ulu Mosque dates from 
the Dani§mend Emirate. The Seljuk 
buildings include the 13th-century 
Izzeddin Keykavus $ifahanesi, which was a 
hospital and a medical school, the 
beautifully decorated Gok Medrese, the 
twin minarets of the Qfte Minare Medrese 
and the Buruciye Medrese all of which 
reflect the aesthetic of the Seljuk period. 
In 1919, the decision to liberate Turkey 
from occupying foreign powers was made 
by the National Congress which was 
convened in Sivas. Today, the 19th-centu- 
ry building where the congress was held 
has been restored as the Atattirk and 
Congress Museum, with a display from the 
War of Liberation as well as an 
ethnographic exhibit. In the Buruciye 
Medrese, the Museum of Archeology and 
Stoneworks displays finds from local digs 
as well as Islamic tombstones decorated 
with reliefs. The 19th-century Akaylar 
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Mansion Museum is now an ethnographic 
museum. In town, there are excellent Sivas 
carpets for sale; the city has long had a 
reputation for fine weaving. And in 
Sivrialan Village, the Asik Veysel Museum 
commemorates the famous Turkish poet 
(1884-1973) who was born here and who 
lived and died here. 

Kangal, 68 km south of Sivas, is the home 
of Turkey's most famous breed of dog - the 
kangal ("dog of the Galatians," which came 
with them in the 3rd century B.C). Used as 
sheep dogs, these golden-haired animals 
have also proven themselves in police and 
security work. Twelve kilometers 
northeast of Kangal is the famous Bahkli 
Kaplica spa. At 36 degrees Celsius the 
waters contain bicarbonate, calcium, and 
magnesium, and spring from the earth 
accompanied by scores of tiny fish that are 
said to aid in the cure of skin complaints. 
In the province of Sivas are the famous spas 
of Sicak Cexmik (warm spring) and Soguk 
£ermik (cold spring). 
Once a Byzantine outpost, Divrigi became 
the, capital of the Turkish Mengucek Emirs 
in the 12th and 13th centuries. Although 
very much off the beaten track, visitors 
come to Divrigi to see the Ulu Mosque and 
Medrese of 1229. Seljuk stonework 
reached its most exuberant expression in 
the animal and flower carvings on the 
portals. UNESCO has declared this site 
one of the world's leading cultural heritages. 
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SOUTHEAST OF ANKARA 






Founded in ancient times, Kirsehir 
became, in the Middle Ages, the center of 
the Ahi Brotherhood, a Moslem sect 
whose moral and social tenets played an 
important role in the spiritual and 
political life of Anatolian towns. Among 
Kirsehir's many fine Seljuk buildings are 
the Cacabey Mosque of 1272 (a former 
astrological observatory), the Alaeddin 
Mosque of 1230, and the Ahi Evran 
Mosque, near the tomb of the founder of 
the Ahi sect. Out of town, on the road 
toward Kayseri, is the attractive Asik Pasa 
Mausoleum which was built during the 
period of Mongol rule, in 1333. The 
Kirsehir Archeology Museum houses 
objects mostly from Kalehoyuk. 
A major archeological center at 
Kalehoyuk, in Kaman county, in the 
province of Kirsehir is still being excavated. 
Near Kalehoyuk in a center of what were 
Hatti and Hittite settlements, is located 
one of the largest parks in Turkey, the 
Mikasonmiya Am Bahcesi which 
contains 16,500 trees of 33 different species. 
The road to Nevsehir and Cappadocia 
passes through Hacibektas, the town 
where Haci Bekta§ Veli settled and estab- 
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lished his Bektas Sufi order in the 14th 
century. The whirling dervishes who 
followed principles of love and humanism 
were housed in the monastery which 
includes a mausoleum and mosque. The 
complex is now a museum open to the 
public. Honey and rose-colored onyx, 
plentiful in the region, were used by 
disciples of this order and are known as 
Hacibektas stone. In town, there are many 
exquisite onyx souvenirs for sale. It is also 
worth stopping to take in the interesting 
Archeology and Ethnography Museum. 
Nevsehir, a provincial capital, is the 
gateway to Cappadocia. In the town itself 
are the hilltop Seljuk castle, perched on 
the highest point in the city, and the 
Kursunlu Mosque, built for the Grand 
Vizier Damat Ibrahim Pasha. The mosque 
is part of a complex of buildings which 
includes a medrese (theological college), a 
hospice and a library. An ablution 
fountain in the courtyard still bears its 
original inscription. The Nevsehir 
Museum displays local artifacts. 
Violent eruptions of the volcanoes Mt. 
Erciyes (3,916 meters) and Mt. Hasan 
(3,268 meters) long ago covered the 






plateau surrounding Nevsehir with tufa, a 
soft stone comprised of lava, ash and mud. 
The wind and rain have eroded this brittle 
rock and created a spectacular surrealistic 
landscape of rock cones, capped pinnacles 
and fretted ravines, in colors that range 
from warm reds and golds to cool greens 
and greys. Locals call these fascinating 
capped pinnacles "peri bacalan" or "fairy 
chimneys." Goreme National Park, 
known in Roman times as Cappadocia, is 
one of those rare regions in the w r orld 
where the works of man blend unobtru- 
sively into the natural surroundings. 
Dwellings have been hewn from the rocks 
as far back as 4,000 B.C. During Byzantine 
times, chapels and monasteries were 
hollowed out of the rock, their ochre-toned 
frescoes reflecting the hues of the 
surrounding landscape. Even today cave 
dwellings in rock cones and village houses 
of volcanic tufa merge harmoniously into 
the landscape. 

Urgiip, a lively tourist center at the foot of 
a rock ridge riddled with old dwellings, 
serves as an excellent base from which to 
tour the sights of Cappadocia. In Urgiip 
itself you can still see how people once 
lived in homes cut into the rock. If you 
wish to buy carpets and kilims, there is a 
wide selection available from the town's 
many carpet dealers, who are as colorful as 
their carpets, offering tea, coffee or a glass 
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ol wine to their customers and engaging in 
friendly conversation. If sightseeing and 
shopping haven't exhausted you, the disco 
welcomes you to yet another kind of 
entertainment. At the center of a successful 
wine-producing region, Urgiip hosts an 
annual International Wine Festival in 
October. 






Leaving Urgiip and heading south, you 
reach the lovely isolated Pancarhk Valley 
where you can stop to see the 12th-centu- 
ry church with its splendid frescoes, and 
the Kepez church, which dates from the 
10th century. Continue on to the typical 
village of Mustafapa§a (Sinasos), where 
traditional stone houses with carved and 
decorated facades evoke a former age. 
Travel on in a southerly direction, just past 
the village o( Cemil, where a footpath on 
the west side of the road leads to Ke§lik 
Valley where you will lind a monastery 
complex and the Kara and Meyvali Kiliseler 
(churches), both decorated with frescoes. 
Back on the main road you find the village 
of Ta§kinpa§a where the 14th-century 
Karamanid Mosque and Mausoleum 
Complex, and the remains of a medrese 
portal on the edge of town make for a 
pleasant diversion. The next village is 
§ahinefendi where the 12th-century 
Kirk§ehitler church, adorned with beautiful 
frescoes, stands at the end of a footpath 
500 meters east of the village. 
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Soganh Valley, 50 km south of Urgup, is 
picturesque with its innumerable chapels, 
churches, halls, houses and tombs. The 
frescoes, from the 8th to the 13th centuries, 
trace the development of Byzantine painting. 
Four kilometers north of Urgup is the 
wonderful Devrent Valley, where the 
weather has eroded the stone into peaks, 
cones and obelisks called fairy chimneys. 
Two kilometers west, in the (^atalkaya 
Valley, the fairy chimneys have a peculiar 
mushroom-like shape, which has been 
adopted as a symbol of the town. 
The Goreme Open-Air Museum, a monas- 
tic complex of rock churches and chapels 
covered with frescoes, is one of the 
best -known sites in central Turkey. Most of 
the chapels date from the 10th to the 13th 
centuries (the Byzantine and Seljuk periods) 
and many of them are built on an inscribed 
cross-plan with a central cupola supported 
by four columns. In the north annexes of 
several churches are cut-rock tombs. Among 
the most famous of the Goreme churches are 



e Elmali Church, the smallest and most 
recent of the group; the Yilanh Church with 
fascinating frescoes of the damned entwined 
in serpent coils; the Barbara Church; and the 
Carikh Church. A short way from the main 
group, the Tokali Kilise, or Buckle Church, 
has beautiful frescoes depicting scenes from 
the New Testament. 
The town of Goreme is set right in the middle 
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of a valley of cones and fairy chimneys. 
Some of the cales, restaurants and 
guest-houses are carved into the rock. For 
shoppers, rugs and kilims are plentiful. 
Continuing on the road out of Goreme, you 
enter one of the most beautiful valleys in the 
area. Rock formations rise up before you at 
every turn and entice you to stop and 
wonder at their creation. For those who 
climb the steps to the top of the Uchisar 
fortress the whole region unfolds below. 
Rugs, kilims, and popular souvenirs can 
easily be purchased from the shops which 
line Ughisar's narrow streets. 
At Cavusin, on the road leading north out of 
Goreme, you will find a triple-apse church 
and the monastery of St. John the Baptist. In 
the town are chapels and churches, and 
some of the rock houses are still inhabited. 
From (lavusjn to Zelve, fairy chimneys line 
the road. Unfortunately, it is dangerous to 
visit the churches in the Zelve valley because 
erosion has undermined the floors. 
The charming town of Avanos, on the banks 
of the Kizilirmak River, displays attractive 
local architecture and is known for its 
handicrafts. Every August the town hosts an 
Art and Tourism Festival where a creative 
and friendly atmosphere pervades. 
Pottery is the most popular handicraft and it 
is usually possible to try your hand at 
making a pot in one of the many studios. Rug 
weaving and knotting is also making a 












come-back, Leaving Avanos in a southerly 
direction you come to an interesting Seljuk 
caravanserai, Sarihan. 
On the Nevsehir - Urgup road you can't 
miss Ortahisar and its carved-rock 
fortress. The churches in the Balkan 
Valley are some of the oldest in the 
Goreme region. In the neighboring Hallac 
Valley, the Hallag Monastery displays 
decorations from the 10th and the 11th 
centuries. North of Ortahisar, the 
Kizil^ukur Valley is breathtakingly beauti- 
ful, especially at sunset. In the valley is the 
9th-century Uzumlu church. 
The underground cities of Kaymakh, Mazi, 
Derinkuyu, Tatlarin, and Ozkonak were all 
used by Christians of the seventh century, 
who were fleeing from persecution. They 
sheltered from the iconoclastic strife of 
Byzantium as well as other invasions in these 
safe and well-hidden complexes. These cities 
were a complete and self-sufficient environ- 
ment, including rooms for grain storage, 
stables, sleeping chambers, kitchens and air 
shafts. Today they are well-lit, and an 
essential and fascinating part of a 
Cappadocian tour. 

West of Avanos, Gul§ehir has Hittite rock 
inscriptions, and nearby, at Gokcetepe, 
there is a bas-relief of Zeus. South on the 
Nevsehir road is the 13th-century church of 
St. John, and farther along is Aciksaray, 
where the carved rocks hide churches and 
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chapels. 

West of Cappadocia, over the mountains, lies 
Kayseri, known as Caesarea in Roman 
times. The city spreads out at the foot of the 
extinct volcano, Mt. Erciyes (3,916 meters). 
In the winter months the ski center has 
excellent runs for downhill skiers, and 
several pleasant hotels that cater particularly 
to them. Close to the Byzantine fortress, the 
13th-century Huand Hatun Mosque and 
Medrese, with the Mahperi Hatun 
Mausoleum, comprise the Huand Hatun 
Complex, the first Seljuk complex in 
Anatolia. The Medrese is now an 
Ethnography Museum. South of the 
complex, stands the beautifully decorated 
Doner Ktimbet of 1276, a Seljuk mausoleum 
of classic simplicity. A major Seljuk city, 
Kayseri was an important center of learning 
and consequently, there are many medreses 
among the remaining historical buildings. 
Those interested in the Seljuk architecture 
should see the Qfte (Giyasiye and §ifahiye) 
Medrese, the first Seljuk school of anatomy, 
which is now the Gevher Nesibe Medical 
History Museum. Nearby is the lovely 
Sahabiye Medrese. Near the city's bedesten 
(covered bazaar) is the restored 12th-century 
Ulu Mosque. The Haci Kihg Mosque, north 
of the Qfte Medrese, dates from 1249. In the 
Cumhuriyet quarter, the 19th-century Resjt 
Aga Mansion houses the Ataturk Museum 
which displays Ataturk's personal belongings. 



Across from the Ataturk Museum, the 
historical Gupgupoglu Mansion is now an 
Ethnography Museum. 
South of Kayseri, in Develi, stand three more 
important Seljuk buildings: the Ulu Mosque, 
the Seyid-i §erif Tomb and the Develi Tomb. 
The nearby Sultan Marshes are the habitat 
of many bird species, of interest both to 
ornithologists and nature lovers. 
North of Kayseri, Kiiltepe, known in ancient 
times as Kanesh or Karum, was one of the 
earliest Hittite commercial cities. Dating 
from 2000 B.C., Kiiltepe was also one of the 
world's first cities of free trade. Today, 
however, only the foundations remain. 
Many of the finds can be examined in the 
Kayseri Archeological Museum. 
On the same road is Sultanhan, a 
caravanserai built by the Seljuk Sultan 
Alaeddin Keykubat in the early 13th century 
and a favorite stop for tourists. 
Kapuzba§i Waterfall is 76 km south of 
Kayseri. In this beautiful natural site, seven 
different springs on the mountain face fall 
from heights ranging between 30 and 70 
meters. 

Kayseri is one of the most important carpet 
and kilim production centers in Anatolia. 
Bunyan is the most famous carpet produc- 
tion center and Yahyali is the most famous 
kilim production center. Rugs woven in 
finely knotted floral patterns continue a 
centuries-old tradition. Local productions 
can be purchased in any of the Kayseri carpet 




Akmedrese, Nigde 



shops. 

Nigde, Nahita of Hittite times, lies in a 
valley flanked by volcanic peaks command- 
ing the ancient trade route from Anatolia to 
the Mediterranean. Nigde's castle owes its 
present form to the Seljuks, and the elegant 
Alaeddin Mosque dates from the same 
period. From the 14th century era of 
Mongol rule are the Sungur Bey Mosque and 
the Hudavend Hatun Mausoleum, an 
excellent example of the Anatolian 
tower-tomb. The 15th-century Ak Medrese 
now houses the Archeology Museum. 
Ten kilometers out of town is Eskigiimu§, a 
Byzantine monastery and church with 
massive columns and frescoes. These 
frescoes, dating from the 10th and the 1 1th 
centuries, are among the best-preserved in 
the region. 

Bor, south of Nigde, was once a Hittite 
settlement. The town's historical buildings 
include the Seljuk Alaeddin Mosque and the 
Ottoman bedesten. Farther on, in the same 
direction, Kemerhisar is the site of the 
important Roman city of Tyana. A few 
more kilometers brings you to some Hittite 
ruins and a Roman aqueduct. The beautiful 
Aladaglar (Ala Mountains) National Park, 
perfect for mountain climbing, trekking and 
relaxation, is 50 km southeast of Nigde. 
One of the highest peaks is Demirkazik 
(3756 m). The best place to start your 
excursion in the park is Cukurbag. 




Most of the historical buildings in Aksaray, 
such as the Ulu Mosque, date from the 14th 
century. The Kizil Minaret is noted for its 
attractive decorative brickwork. 
Two of the most famous caravanserais from 
the Seljuk period are in the area: 40 km west 
of the city is the well preserved Sultanhan 
Caravanserai built by the Seljuk Sultan 
Alaeddin Keykubat, and 15 km towards 
Nev§ehir is the Agzikarahan Caravanserai. 
The Melendiz River, at Ihlara Valley, has 
eroded the banks into an impressive canyon. 
Byzantine rock chapels covered with frescoes 
pierce the canyon walls. Some of the best 
known are the Agagalti (Daniel) Church, the 
Yilanh (Apocalypse) Church and the 
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Sumbullu (Hyacinth) Church. 
Giizelyurt is another valley with dwellings 
dating from prehistoric times. You can see 
the beautiful silhouette of Mt. Hasan rising 
like a crown above the town. The valley's 
underground cities, buildings carved into the 
rock, interesting architecture, churches, 
chapels and mosques embody all of the 
characteristics of Cappadocia and give 
visitors a sense of historical continuity. 
Giizelyurt is a popular tourist destination 
with hospitable residents, extensive accom- 
modations and numerous restaurants 
ensuring a pleasant stay. The rest area of 
Evren by the Hirfanh Dam Lake offers fish 
restaurants, a beach and swimming. 
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Konya, one of Turkey's oldest continuously 
inhabited cities was known as Iconium in 
Roman times. The capital of the Seljuk 
Turks from the 12th to the 13th centuries, 
it ranks as one of the great cultural centers 
of Turkey. During that period of cultural, 
political and religious growth, the mystic 
Mevlana Celaleddin Rumi founded a Sufi 
Order known in the West as the Whirling 
Dervishes. The striking green-tiled 
mausoleum of Mevlana is Konya's most 
famous building. Attached to the 
mausoleum, the former dervish seminary 
serves now as a museum housing manu- 
scripts of Mevlana's works and various 
artifacts related to the mysticism of the sect. 
Every year, in the first half of December, 
this still-active religious order holds a 
ceremony commemorating the Whirling 
Dervishes. The controlled, trance-like 
turning or sema of the white-robed men 
creates a fascinating performance for the 
viewer. 

Alaeddm Mosque was built on the site of 
the ancient Konya citadel in 1220, during 
the reign of the great Seljuk sultan 
Alaeddin Keykubat and commands the 
Konya skyline. To one side of the mosque 
are the remains of the Seljuk Imperial 
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Palace. The Karatay Medrese, now a 
museum, displays bold and striking Seljuk 
ceramics. On the other side of the mosque, 
the Ince Minareli Medrese of 1258 is 
remarkable for its marvelous baroque 
Seljuk portal. Other Seljuk works include 
the Sircali Medrese and the Sahip Ata 
Complex. Visitors find Konya's 
Archeological Museum of exceptional 
interest. The collection of the Koyunoglu 
Museum is a varied one, from natural 
history to old kilims. Within the museum 
complex, the restored Izzettin Koyunoglu 
house illustrates the way of life of a 
prosperous Konya family in the last century. 
Sille, 10 km north of Konya, has the 
Byzantine Aya Eleni church and several 
rock chapels with frescoes. Ak§ehir, to the 
northwest, is known throughout Turkey as 
the birthplace of the 13th-century 
humorist Nasrettin Hoca, whose 
mausoleum stands in the town. The 13th- 
century Ulu Mosque and the Altinkale 
Mescidi are other monuments worth 
seeing. The Sahip Ata Mausoleum has been 
converted into the town's museum. 
On the way south to Beysehir stop at 
Eflatun Pinar next to the lake to see this 



unusual Hittite monumental fountain. 
Several interesting Seljuk buildings are 
scattered around lovely Beysehir, on the 
shores of Lake Beysehir, Turkey's third 
largest lake. In the southwestern region of 
the lake is the pristine wilderness of Lake 
Bey§ehir National Park. Among the 
monuments are the Esrefoglu Mosque and 
Medrese, and the Kubad-Abad Summer 
Palace across the lake. Another medieval 
palace stands on Kizkalesi Island, 
opposite the Kubad-Abad Palace. Haci 
Akif Island also offers relaxation and 
recreation to visitors. 

^atalhoyuk, 45 km south of Konya, is a 
fascinating Neolithic site dating from the 
eighth millennium B.C., which makes it 
one of the world's oldest towns. 
Archeologists have determined that holes 
in the roofs of the mud houses were the 
entrance doors. The Museum of Anatolian 
Civilizations in Ankara houses the famous 
temple (reconstructed), along with 
mother-goddess figures and Neolithic 
frescoes from the original site. 
Surrounding Karapinar, 96 km east of 
Konya, are numerous crater lakes; the most 
famous is the lovely Meke Crater Lake, 7 
km southeast of Karapmar. On the north 
side of the road to Eregli, 8 km from 
Karapinar, lies Aci Crater Lake. In the 
center of the lake is an island which is a 
natural wonder. Surrounding Eregli, one of 




the largest counties in the province of 
Konya, are yellow cherry trees. The Eregli 
Archeological Museum displays many 
Hittite, Roman, Byzantine and Seljuk 
artifacts. 

At Ivriz, a Hittite site 168 km east of Konya 
and 18 km south of Eregli, you can see one 
of Turkey's finest neo-Hittite reliefs of a king 
and god of bountiful crops. 
Karaman was once the capital of the 
Karamanid Emirate, the first Turkish state to 
use Turkish instead of Persian as its official 
language. Fittingly, Yunus Emre, the first 
great poet to write in Turkish, lived here m 
the 13th century. The surrounding fortresses 
date from Seljuk times, although the town's 
most significant buildings, the Araboglu, 
Yunus Emre and Aktekke Mosques and the 
Hatuniye Medrese, were all built during the 
Karamanid reign. 

The Region of 1001 Churches, the 
Karaman region, 150 kilometers from 
Konya is a largely undiscovered, mystical 
land of gently rolling hills and valleys, 
towering mountains, with monasteries, 
churches and chapel complexes. It is a 
paradise for photographers, walkers, nature- 
lovers and explorers. The Hittiles settled in 
this region where many of their remains, 
including inscriptions have been discovered. 
One of the highest mountains in this region, 
Mt. Karadag (2288 meters), is locally called 
Mahalac; its ancient name was Angel 




Michael. On top of the mountain, Hittites 
constructed a temple; the altar of which still 
remains. There are also the 4th-century 
remains of a monastery, church and a chapel 
complex; called the Angel Michael Complex. 
There is also a beautiful view here. 
Visitors can still see the remains of churches 
and chapels at Maden§ehir, 45 km Irom 
Karaman, on the northern slope of Mt. 
Karadag. 

Derbe, 30 km north of Karaman, was an 
important early Christian site; one of the 
many where St. Paul preached the gospel. 
Near Ta§kale, 48 km east of Karaman, on 
the rocky northern slope of Yesildere 



Reliefs in ivriz, Konya 



Valley, are the remains oi the fascinating 
historical city of Manazan. Built during 
Byzantine times, the entire city of narrow 
lanes, houses, squares, storage facilities, 
chapels and cemeteries (occupying an area 
approximately three kilometers long and five 
stories high) was carved into the rocky 
hillside of the valley. Today, parts of the city 
are still used for storing wheat. 
South of Karaman up a steep narrow road are 
the remains of a beautiful Byzantine 
monastery, Alahan. Much is still standing, 
and there is some fine stone carving to 
admire. This magnificent location offers a 
breathtaking view. 



TOURIST INFORMATION OFFICES 

AKSARAY - (Provincial Directorate) Taspazar Mah., 

Kadioglu Sok., No : 1, 

Tel : (382) 212 46 88, Fax : (382) 212 35 63 

(Info.) M. Celebi Mah., Ankara Cad., 2/2, 

Tel : (382)212 48 88, Fax: (382)212 56 51 
AMASYA - Pirincci Mahallesi, Ataturk Caddesi, No : 27 

Tel : (358) 218 50 02 - 218 74 27, Fax :(358) 218 33 85 
ANKARA - (Provincial Directorate) Gazi Mustafa Kemal Bulv., 

No : 121/A, Tandogan 

Tel : (312) 229 26 31, Fax : (312) 229 36 61 

- (Info.) Gazi Mustafa Kemal Bulv., No ; 121, Tandogan 
Tel : (312) 231 55 72-488 70 07, Fax : (312) 231 55 72 

- (Info.) Esenboga Airport 

Tel : (312) 398 03 48 - 398 00 00 / 1578, 

- Ministry of Tourism 

Ismet Inonu Bulvari No : 5, Bahgelievler-06100 

Tel : (312) 212 83 00, Fax:(312)213 68 87 

http .//www. tourism.gov.tr/ 
AVANOS - Ataturk Cad., No : 55, 

Tel : (384) 511 43 60, Fax : (384) 511 43 60 
CANKIRI - Cumhuriyet Mah., §ehit Nurettin Cinsoy Sk. 

60. Yil Ishani Kat : 3 

Tel : (376) 213 40 47, Fax : (376) 212 82 10 
CORUM - Valilik Binasi, A Blok, Kat : 4 

Tel : (364) 213 85 02 - 224 81 35, Fax : (364) 213 77 17 
ESKt§EHiR - Valilik Binasi, Kat : 1, 

Tel : (222) 230 17 52, Fax : (222) 230 38 65 
GUZELYURT - Kaymakamlik Binasi, Kat : 1, Aksaray 

Tel : (382) 451 21 49 
HACIBEKTAS - Ataturk Blv., No : 5, , 

Tel : (384) 441 36 87, Fax : (384) 441 36 87 
KARAMAN - Karamanoglu Mehmet Bey II Halk Kutuphanesi Binasi, 

Yunus Kent Mah., Ahmet Yesevi Cad., 26/3, 

Tel : (338) 212 67 41 - 213 38 12, Fax : (338) 212 88 76 
KAYSERl - Kagm Pazan, No : 61, Melikgazi 

Tel : (352) 222 39 03 - 231 92 95, Fax : (352) 222 08 79 
KIRIKKALE - Hukumet Konagi, B Blok Kat : 1, 

Tel : (318) 224 49 63-224 25 00, Fax : (318) 224 26 49 
KIRSEHtR - Terme Cad., Ulucan 1 Ap, No : 1, 

Tel : (386) 214 28 61-214 28 00-01, Fax : (386) 213 68 08 
KONYA - Mevlana Cad., No : 65 

Tel : (332) 351 10 74 - 350 64 89, Fax : (332) 350 64 61 
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- (Provincial Directorate) Ataturk Bulvari, No : 14, 
Devlet Hastanesi Onii 

Tel : (384) 213 36 59, Fax : (384) 213 11 37 

- (Info.) Tel : (384) 212 95 73, Fax : (384) 212 95 73 

- Belediye Sarayi, C Blok, Kat : 3 

Tel : (388) 232 33 93, Fax : (388) 232 47 04 

- (Info) (388) 232 34 01, 

- Valilik Binasi 

Tel : (346) 221 31 35 - 221 35 35, 
Fax : (346) 222 22 52 

- Valilik Binasi, Kat : 3 

Tel : (356) 214 86 24, Fax : (356) 214 37 53 

- Park lei 

Tel : (384) 341 40 59, Fax : (384) 341 40 59 

- Sakarya Cad., Ozel Idare Md., Kat : 3, 
Tel : (354) 212 64 23 - 212 91 64, 
Fax:(354)212 75 69 
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Oceanus Mosaic, Antakya Archeology Museum 



TURKISH RIVIERA 



In Antalya, the pine-clad Toros (Taurus) Mountains 

sweep down to the sparkling clear sea 
resulting in an irregular coastline of rocky 

headlands and secluded coves. 




Alanya Castle and Red Tower, Antalya 



The region, bathed in sunshine for 300 days 
of the year, is a paradise for sunbathing, 
swimming, and sports activities like wind 
surfing, water skiing, sailing, mountain 
climbing and spelunking. If you come to 
Antalya in March or April, you can ski in the 
mornings and in the afternoons swim in the 
warm waters of the Mediterranean. Awaiting 
your discovery are important historical sites 




set in a landscape of pine forests, olive and 
citrus groves and palm, avocado and banana 
plantations. 

The Turkish Riviera is the tourism capital of 
Turkey. Its full range of accommodation, 
from tourist class to deluxe hotels, and the 
hospitable people of Antalya will make your 
holiday comfortable and enjoyable. 



ANTALYA 



Surrounded by amazing scenery of sharp 
contrasts, Antalya, Turkey's principal holi- 
day resort, is an attractive city with shady 
palm-lined boulevards and a prize-winning 
marina. In the picturesque old quarter of Ka- 
ieigi, narrow, winding streets and old wood- 
en houses abut the ancient city walls. 



Antalya has been continuously inhabited 
since its founding in 159 BC by Attalos II, a 
king of Pergamum, who named the city 
Attaleia after himself. The Romans, Byzan- 
tines and Seljuks successively occupied the 
city before it came under Ottoman rule. The 
elegant, fluted minaret of the Yivli Minareli 
Mosque in the center of the city, built by the 
Seljuk sultan Alaeddin Keykubat in the 13th 
century, has become Antalya's symbol. The 
Karatay Medrese (theological college) in the 
Kaleici district, from the same period, 
exemplifies the best of Seljuk stone carving. 
The two most important Ottoman mosques 
in the city are the 16th-century Murat Pa§a 
Mosque, remarkable for its tile decoration, 
and the 18th-century Tekeli Mehmet Pa§a 
Mosque. Neighboring the marina, the attrac- 
tive late 19th-century Iskele Mosque is built 
of cut stone and set on four pillars over a na- 
tural spring. The Hidirlik Kulesi (tower) was 




Hadrian's Gate, Antalya 




probably constructed as a lighthouse in the 
second century. The Kesik Minaret Mosque, 
which was previously a church, attests to the 
city's long history in its succession of Ro- 
man, Byzantine, Seljuk and Ottoman reno- 
vations. 



When Emperor Hadrian visited Phaselis in 
Antalya province in 130 AD a beautifully de- 
corated three-arched gate with Corinthian 
columns was built into the city walls in his 
honor. It was the only entrance through the 
city walls. The two towers flanking the gate 
as well as other sections of the walls are still 
standing near the marina. The clock tower in 
Kalekapisi Square was also part of the 
city's fortifications. 



In the Atatiirk and Karaalioglu Parks, the co- 
lorful exotic flowers and the shimmering wa- 
ter in the bay with the mountains behind 
demonstrate why Antalya has become such a 
popular resort. At Aqua Park, on the eastern 
coast, every kind of water sport is available, 
including exciting water slides. 



The award-winning Antalya Kaleigi Marina 




Yivli Minare (Fluted Minaret), Antalya 



and Leisure Center is considered one of the 
loveliest marinas in Turkey with its many 
souvenir shops, friendly cafes and restau- 
rants as well as yacht moorings and services. 
Sail in the morning and enjoy the restful 
peace of the marina in the afternoon. The old 
city walls, lit up at night, lend an atmos- 
phere of serenity and timelessness. 



The Archeological Museum, with artifacts 
from the Paleolithic Age to Ottoman times, 
offers a glimpse of the area's rich history. 
Two-colored ceramics dated at 5400 - 8500 
BC are worth seeing. The Ataturk Museum 
displays objects used by the founder of the 




Aquapark, Antalya 



Turkish Republic. (Both open weekdays ex- 
cept Monday) 



The Antalya Altin Portakal (Golden Or- 
ange) Film and Art Festival, held in the au- 
tumn, attracts many participants and visi- 
tors. The ancient theater in Aspendos makes 
an impressive setting for some of the festi- 
val's plays and concerts. Antalya also hosts 
annual jewelry fairs. 



A Culture, Exhibition and Congress Center 
was opened in 1996 in the Konyaalti Quar- 
ter. The Congress hall itself is in a glass pyra- 
mid. 




DAILY EXCURSIONS 



What could be more appealing than dream- 
like landscapes, a rich variety of flora, grand 
mountains, and the magnificent colors of the 
sea? Add to that the lively holiday life with 
the quiet of ancient ruins and you have a 
perfect vacation. From Antalya there are 
many possibilities for day-trips: 

At the Upper Diiden Waterfalls, 14 km 
northeast of Antalya, you can walk behind 
the rushing cascade for a thrilling experi- 
ence.. On the way to Lara Beach, the Lower 
Diiden Waterfalls plunge straight into the 
sea. The nearby rest area offers an excellent 
view of the falls and the view is even more 
spectacular from the sea. Kursunlu Water- 
falls and Niliifer Lake, both 18 km from 
Antalya, are two more places of superb nat- 
ural beauty. 

The sandy Lara Beach lies about 12 km to 
the east. Closer to Antalya, but to the west, 
the long, pebbled Konyaalti Beach offers a 
view of the breathtaking mountain range. A 
little farther along, the Bey Daglari (Olym- 
pos) National Park and Topcam Beach 
provide more splendid vistas. Sican is a 
lovely nature island. There are camping 
grounds at the north end of the park, should 
you decide to linger amid the natural beauty. 
For a panoramic view of the area drive to the 
holiday complex and revolving restaurant on 
top of Tiinektepe Hill. 




Kara in Cave, Antalya 




Termessos Amphitheater, 
Antalya 



Saklikent, 50 km from Antalya, is an ideal 
winter sports resort on the northern slopes 
of Bakirh Mountain at an altitude of 1,750 
to 1,900 meters. In March and April you can 
ski in the morning, eat a delicious lunch of 
fresh fish at Antalya's marina and sunbathe, 
swim or wind surf in the afternoon. You can 
see wildlife - deer and mountain goat - that 
are under a conservation program in Duzler- 
cami Park, north of Antalya. On the way, 
you can stop at the astonishing 115-meter 
deep Giiver Canyon. 

On the eastern side of C an Mountain, 30 
km from Antalya, the Karain Cave, which 
dates from the Paleolithic Age, is the site of 
the oldest settlement in Turkey. A single 
entrance, lit by the morning sun, opens onto 
three large interconnecting chambers. 
Although the little museum at the entrance 
displays some of the finds, most of the 
artifacts are housed in various museums 
throughout Turkey. Some of them are dated 
at 160,000 BC. 

The ruins of the city of Termessos are 
perched on a 1,050-meter high plateau on 
the west face of Giilliik Mountain 
(Solymos) found in Mt. Giilluk National 
Park northwest of Antalya. A wild and splen- 
did landscape surrounds the monumental 
traces of this city. A nature and wildlife 
museum is found at the park entrance. 




Kur§unlu Waterfall, Antalya 
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NORTH OF ANTALYA 



Renowned for its unspoiled landscape, flora, 
and fauna, the Goller Bolgesi (Lake 

District) lies in a mountainous area 150 km 
north of Antalya. The city of Burdur is 
known throughout Turkey for its beautiful 
lakes, as well as for its carpets and kilims. 
The Bakircilar (^arsisi is a shopping area 
where you can find fine hand crafted copper. 
This city also preserves excellent examples of 
Ottoman regional architecture, in particular 
the Tasoda, Kocaoda (also known as Celik- 
ba§), and Misirhlar Konaks, or mansions, da- 
ting back to the 17th century. Both the inte- 
rior and exterior decorations reveal much of 
the Ottoman aesthetic. (Open everyday ex- 
cept Monday). The Burdur Archeological 
Museum houses some very important arti- 
facts from around the region. (Open every- 
day except Monday) 

Burdur Lake, with nice beaches for swim- 
ming, is a superb location for water sports. A 
climb to the top of Susamhk Hill gives you 
a panoramic view over the city and lake. The 
Insuyu Cave, 10 km south on the road to 
Antalya, is 597 meters long, with nine dis- 
tinct pools, and chambers filled with stalac- 
tites and stalagmites. Kremna (Camlik) is 
60 km from Burdur and 15 km from Bucak 
near Camhk village in Bucak County. It was 
an important Pisidian city and contains Ro- 
man and Byzantine era ruins. The incirhan 




Isparta 




Egirdir Lake, Isparta 



Caravanserai is located 7 km west of Bucak 
in Incirdere (Derekoy). It was built in the 
13th century by the Seljuk ruler Giyasettin 
Keykubat. 

A hundred kilometers southwest of Burdur, 
in Golhisar (Cibyra), are ruins, mostly from 
Roman times, of an important ancient north 
Lycian city with a stadium, lower and upper 
agora, theater, necropolis and large aque- 
ducts. Also in the region, trapped in the 
mountains 1,050 meters above sea level, is 
beautiful Lake Salda, an ideal location for 
relaxation and cooling off on the sandy 
beaches or in the lake side cafes, hotels and 
restaurants. Also in the region is Hacilar 
Hoyiik (Hacilar mound) containing 
ceramics dating from 5400 to 8500 BC. It 
was excavated in 1950. 

The ancient site of Sagalassos is 33 km east 
of Burdur and 7 km south of the town of Ag- 
lasun. It was the Pisidian capital city and has 
ruins from Roman times that included a me- 
morial entrance gate, colonnaded street, lo- 
wer and upper agoras, temple and magnifi- 
cent theater. 

High in the Taurus Mountains is Isparta, a 

city of lakes and lovely coastal areas over- 
grown in the spring and summer with an 
exuberance of wild flowers. In the city you 



should stop at the Ulu Mosque built in 1417 
by the Seljuks. The Bedesten, or covered ba- 
zaar, dates from 1561. Firdevs Pasa Mosque, 
also called Mimar Sinan Mosque was also 
built in 1561 by the great Ottoman architect 
Sinan. Be sure to see the 14th-century Ispar- 
ta Castle. Rose gardens that produce rose oil 
for the cosmetic industry surround the city 
and fill it with their sweet scent. Other sou- 
venirs include a thickly piled Isparta carpet. 
In the nearby hills, the districts of Kirazhde- 
re and Sidre are popular with visitors who 
want to relax and enjoy the view. South of 
Isparta, Golciik Lake, encircled by aromatic 
pine forests, rests at an impressive 1,405 me- 
ters above sea level. 

Egirdir, at the southern end of Lake Egir- 

dir, is set in idyllic natural surroundings. 
Among the man-made monuments, Egirdir 
Castle built by the Lydian King Croesus 
shows additions and renovations made by 
Romans, Byzantines and Seljuks. The Seljuk 
Kemerli Minare has felt the changes of the 
modern world - today it stands in the mid- 
dle of a road. At lake side restaurants you 
can sample white bass, the local speciality. A 
boardwalk connects the shore to Egirdir Is- 
land where weavers erect their looms and 
work outside their houses. 

Up in the hills, on the western side of the 
lake, guest-houses in Bar la provide a won- 
derful opportunity for relaxation. Kovada 
National Park, 30 km south of Lake Egirdir, 
surrounds Kovada Lake, a pristine and cool 
mountain getaway. 




Aglasun (Sagaiassos),Burdur 




Pisjdian Antioch 
Yalvag, Isparta 




Incirhan, Burdur 



Northeast of Isparta, Yalvac stands near the 
ancient city of Pisidian Antioch. The actual 
time it was founded under the Seleucids is 
unknown, but it was probably a colony of 
King Antiochus (281 - 261 BC) of Magnesia 
on the Meander. Antioch then passed under 
the control of the Galatian kingdom (39 - 36 
BC) and then became "Colonia Caesarea" of 
the Roman Empire in 25 BC and remained 
so for about 200 years. This is attested to by 
numerous Latin inscriptions still extant. 
Under Rome the city was made to resemble 
the capital on the seven hills. At the end of 
the third century the city was a metropolis of 
Pisidia and continued to be under the 
Byzantines, who increased the number of 
sacred sites. 

This area was visited by Paul and Barnabas 
around 46 AD. Among the ruins be sure to 
see St. Paul's Basilica, the aqueducts, the 
Temple to Augustus, the theater and public 
baths as you walk along the city's marble 
streets, all of which was destroyed by Arabs 
in AD 713. In the middle of the 13th century 
most of the inhabitants left the ancient site 
and founded nearby Yalvac. The Archeologi- 
cal Museum in Yalvac itself displays several 
important regional artifacts. Tourists will 
find not only articles of leather clothing but 
many other interesting traditional souvenirs 
made of animal hide. East of Yalvag, atop Ka- 
rakuyu Hill, is the sanctuary to the moon 
god (called Men), and the view from it is 
breathtaking. Giant cedar trees grow in Ki- 
zildag National Park, south of Yalvag, amid 
one of Turkey's most splendid landscapes. 
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WEST OF ANTALYA 






The mountains of the Toros (Taurus) 
Range rise up immediately behind the coast. 
The entire length from Konyaalti Beach to 
the Kirlangic Peninsula is a national pre- 
serve, the Bey Daglari (Olympos) National 
Park. The history of this ancient Lycian Pe- 
ninsula can be traced back to the Neolithic 
Age to the settlements at Beldibi. 

The 42 km of road from Antalya to Kemer 
pass through spectacular mountain scenery. 
This resort town has been carefully designed 
to blend in with the surrounding scenery 
and offers an ideal environment for a won- 
derful holiday. The fully-equipped Kemer 
marina allows yachtsmen to enjoy the un- 
spoiled bays and beaches south of the town. 
Shoppers will delight in the wonderful range 
of high quality souvenirs for sale. A beach 
promenade north of the marina has steps 
down from its cafes and shops leading di- 
rectly to the beach. Kemer Beach is a Blue 
Flag beach. (The term "Blue Flag" coined by 
the European Union signifies especially 
clean beaches). In the Yoriik (Nomad) 
Theme Park you can watch traditional crafts 
people at work. The adjoining bay is a char- 
ming and delightful spot with many sports 
and daily entertainment facilities discreetly 
hidden among the pines. April is the month 
for the colorful Kemer Carnival. Also in the 
spring are the yacht races between Kemer 
and Girne in the Turkish Republic of 
Northern Cyprus, and between other loca- 
tions. 




Kemer Marina, 
Antalya 




Kiziltepe, Goyniik (Blue Flag) and Beldibi 
(Blue Flag) north of Kemer and Camyuva 
and Tekirova (Blue Flag) to the south, are 
tourist centers that offer various activities. 
The holiday villages are all designed to blend 
into the forest that encircles them. At the 
foot of 2575 meter high Mt. Tahtah 
(Olympos), 15 km south of Kemer, the 
three harbors of Phaselis were once a major 
commercial center. The ruins of aqueducts, 
agoras, baths, a theater, Hadrian's Gate and 
an acropolis reveal the city's historical 
importance. From the south harbor, look up 
to Mt. Tahtah for a spectacular view. The 
sheltered sandy beaches make a superb play- 
ground, and the waters are calm and safe for 
swimmers. 

The ancient city of Olympos is situated on 
the southern side of Mt. Tahtah. Oleander 
and laurel bushes shade the Olympos Valley, 
which can be approached by land or sea. 
The light playing on the quiet pools of water 
enhance the mosaics in the bath. A temple 
gate possibly built during the reign of Mar- 
cus Aurelius (161-180 AD), part of a bridge, 
and a Roman theater also remain from anti- 
quity. The outer walls and towers around the 
bay date from the Middle Ages. 

North of Olympos up from C ira h Beach is 
Yanartas. (at a height of 300 meters) where 
Greek mythology tells us the Lycian hero 
Bellerophon mounted his winged horse Pe- 
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Phaselis, Antalya 



gasus and slew the fire-breathing Chimaera. 
Gas which seeps from the earth burns 
brightly at night at this site, which the 
Byzantines also considered a religious area. 

South of Olympos, tranquil waters and 
sandy beaches line the Bay of Cavu§ where 
you can water ski on calm waters, discover 
the colorful marine life or explore the incre- 
dible sea caves on the northern shore. 

Finike, an entry port west of Olympos, is 
surrounded by citrus trees and gardens. A 
sandy beach stretches to the east, and to the 
west are rocky bays and coves. 




Limyra, an ancient Lycian city, is 10 km in- 
land from Finike, via Turuncova. The 
fourth-century BC Pericles mausoleum, de- 
corated with caryatids, is a magnificent 
example of ancient art. The city walls, necro- 
polis, and Roman theater are also of interest. 

Farther along this road is the Lycian city of 
Arikanda. It was inhabited at least by 500 
BC and was destroyed several times by fire 
or earthquake. It was called Akalanda by the 
Byzantines. Set high on the mountain over- 
looking one of Turkey's most beautiful val- 
leys, the extensive ruins include an agora, a 
theater with seven sections, a stadium, a 



bouleuterion, a water system, a gymnasium, 
baths and scattered sarcophagi. The baths 
are still in good condition. 

The ancient city of Myra, now called Demre 
or Kale, is 25 km west of Finike. It was in- 
habited as early as 500 BC. Many splendidly 
carved rock tombs dating from the 4th cen- 
tury BC overlook the magnificent Roman 
theater. St. Nicholas, who was born in Pata- 
ra, was the bishop of Myra during the 4th 
century AD, and died there in 345 Every 
year in December the St. Nicholas Comme- 
moration Ceremony attracts many tourists 
who spend their Christmas holidays on the 
sunny Mediterranean coast of ancient Lycia. 

Cayagzi, the ancient harbor of Andriace, 
west of Demre, has a good beach for swim- 
ming and sunbathing. Notice the busts of 
Faustina and Hadrian next to an ancient 
storage shed. 

Kekova, an island an hour from Dalyanagzi 
by sea, gives its name to a whole ensemble of 
picturesque islands, numerous bays and an- 
cient cities. These bays provide natural har- 
bors in all seasons, and yachtsmen particu- 
larly enjoy exploring the unspoiled land 
scape. Along the northern shore of Kekova 
Island at Apollonia, earthquakes have 
disturbed the land causing some of the 
ancient houses to sink under the clear water, 
thus creating a sunken city. Kalekoy Castle 
(Simena) offers a bird's-eye view of the bays, 
inlets, islands and colorful yachts sailing 
peacefully over the glassy water. 




St. Nicholas, 

Myra- Antalya 
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Kalekoy (Simena), Antalya 
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Continuing west out of Kekova, you come to 
Kas, a lovely spot surrounded on three sides 
by mountains. The friendly local fishermen 
are happy to run a water-taxi service to take 
you to a favorite bay, cove or beach along the 
coast. The swimming and diving are excel- 
lent in the clear cool water around Kas. 

Ka§ was founded in the 4th century BC as 
Antiphellos. Now only the Lycian rock 
tombs, sarcophagi and a theater are left. But 
the charm of the town remains, and it is a 
pleasure to wander through the streets, stop- 
ping to examine souvenir shops that offer 
Turkish handicrafts, leather goods, copper 
and silver items, cotton clothing and the 
inevitable handmade carpet. 

After shopping stroll along the flower-lined 
Akdeniz Promenade or relax under the 
shade of a palm tree. The mountains that 
surround the town provide their share of 
activities and sights while the bars and 
restaurants offer plenty of night life. You can 
walk through forested hills to visit remote 
villages and ancient ruins. The energetic may 
want to attempt the highest peak in the area, 
Mt. Kizlar Sivrisi (3,086 meters), or the 
second highest, Mt. Akdag (3,030 meters). 

Along the scenic Kalkan road, Kaputas has a 
beautiful beach, at one end of which is the 
Turquoise Grotto. A little distance to the 
west is Kalkan, a lovely small hilltop town 
that overlooks a tiny bay. Its quaint, tradi- 
tional, white- washed houses, shuttered win- 
dows and balconies with brilliant flowers 
that cascade to the streets below, make it the 




ultimate in a peaceful holiday town. Narrow 
winding streets lined with souvenir shops 
lead down to the charming marina. Every 
morning boats are busy taking tourists to 
one of the nearby beaches or small bays. As 
the sun sets it is Kalkan style to meet on the 
roof terraces for a drink before dinner and 
enjoy the comings and goings of the yachts, 
the business of the marina and the panora- 
mic view. 

Once a principal harbor of ancient Lycia, 
Patara is now reached by following a wind- 
ing mountain road before descending to the 
site. According to Greek mythology Apollo 
was born here. More concrete history reveals 
that this town was the birthplace of St. 
Nicholas. The ruins are, of course, numerous 
and interesting. A second century AD theater 
has been partially excavated, and there is a 
gate with three arches built in 100 AD. But 
Patara is also a place for beach lovers. Its 22 
km of pure white sand stretches as far as the 
eye can see, making it a natural choice for all 
types of beach sports. The remoteness of this 
undiscovered corner makes it feel like a 
private getaway. 

The ancient Lycian capital of Xanthos, today 
in the Turkish village Kinik, lies 18 km 
north of Patara. The theater, Tomb of the 
Harpies, Nereid Monument, agora, and 
Inscribed Pillar, among a mixture of ruins 
from Lycian, Roman and Byzantine times, 
create a special atmosphere at this site. At 
the Lycian cultic center of Letoon, six km 
farther, three temples dedicated to Leto, 
Apollo and Artemis, familiar gods of mythol- 
ogy, await the exploring tourist. 
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EAST OF ANTALYA 



Wide, fertile plains parallel the endless 
sandy beaches east of Antalya until you 
come to Alanya. Abundant modern tourist 
facilities and well-preserved historical sites 
give you a number of options for a day's 
activities. 



Perge (18 km from Antalya) was an impor- 
tant city of ancient Pamphylia, originally 
settled by the Hittites around 1500 BC. St. 
Paul visited this city on his first missionary 
journey. The theater stage has finely carved 
marble reliefs, and other carvings from 
around the city are displayed in the stadium. 
Amateur archeologists will want to see the 
handsome city gate flanked by two lofty 
towers, a long colonnaded road once paved 
with mosaics and lined with shops, a large 
agora, the public baths and a gymnasium. 



Swimmers and sunbathers alike enjoy Belek, 
a modern luxurious holiday center and 
golfer's paradise, 40 km from Antalya. The 
National Golf Club located in Belek 
features a wide variety of water sports as well 
as a championship 18-hole golf course and 
9-hole academy course. Visitors may sample 
some of Turkey's finest cuisine and enjoy 
open air discos for evening entertainment. 




Aspendos Amphitheater, 
Antalya 




A photogenic Seljuk bridge crosses the Kop- 
rii River from the road to Aspendos. The 

road continues past the Aspendos Jewelry 
Center to the Aspendos Theatre, the best- 
preserved theater of antiquity, with seating 
for 15,000. Still used today, the theater's gal- 
leries, stage decorations and acoustics all tes- 
tify to the architect's success. Nearby stand 
the remains of a basilica, an agora and one of 
the largest aqueducts in Anatolia. 



And if you have ever wondered how gold 
dust becomes a fine piece of art or how pre- 
cious stones are engraved, be sure to visit the 
Aspendos Jewelry Center, where jewelry 
making can be observed at every stage in the 
large workshop. 



Northeast of Antalya, at the turn off for Ta- 
§agil and Be§konak, is the scenic route that 
leads to the 14-km-long Kopriilu Canyon 
National Park. The twisting road winds 
over mountain streams and passes through 
virgin cedar forest. It is often a slow drive be- 
cause the view at every turn is more beauti- 
ful than the last. The park, 92 km from An- 
talya, is a valley of wild beauty rich in flora 
and fauna. The canyon stretches for 14 km 
along the Kopru River and is 400 meters 




Side Amphitheater, Antalya 



deep in some places. Fish restaurants dot the 
rest areas. The Roman Oluk Bridge, which 
spans the canyon, and the Bugrum Bridge 
over the Kocadere stream, are engineering 
feats of antiquity. From this park you can 
take two possible excursions - to the ancient 
city of Selge or to the Dedegol Mountains. 
Dedegol, the highest peak in this mountain 
range rises to 2,992 meters. An important 
city of ancient Pisidia, Altinkaya (Selge), 
northwest of Koprulu Canyon National 
Park, is reached by a winding mountain 
road. The city walls, towers, cisterns, temple 




to Zeus, agora, stadium, theater carved into 
boulders, gymnasium and necropolis still re- 
main from this commercial city that stood at 
an elevation of 950 meters. Historians verify 
that Selge had direct trade with Antalya, 
which brought it prosperity. Selge was ruled 
by Lydians and others. 



Koprulu Canyon, Antalya 



Although the Manavgat Waterfalls are not 
high, milky white, foaming water rushes 
powerfully over the rocks. Next to the water- 
falls shady tea gardens and restaurants make 
the falls a pleasant, cool resting spot, especi- 



ally welcome after a day of sightseeing. You 
can take a delightful boat trip up the Manav- 
gat River to explore this lovely area further. 



Side, one of the best-known classical sites in 
Turkey, was an ancient harbor whose name 
meant pomegranate. Today a pretty resort 
town, its ancient ruins, two sandy beaches, 
numerous shops and extensive tourist ac- 
commodation attract throngs of visitors. 
There are numerous cafes and restaurants 
with a view of the sea, and the shops that 
line the narrow streets sell typical Turkish 
handicrafts including leather goods and Tur- 
key's famous beautiful gold jewelry. The 
magnificent theater of the ancient city, built 
on colonnaded arches, is the largest in the 
whole area. Other monuments include the 
agora, the Temple of Apollo, which is situ- 
ated near the sea, a fountain and necropolis. 
The extensive Roman baths, now a museum, 
houses one of Turkey's finest archeological 
collections. 



Tucked in pine forests east of Side, the holi- 
day resorts of Sorgun, Titreyen Gol (Blue 
Flag) and Kizilagac are popular for their 
sandy beaches and sparkling sea. The at- 
mosphere is relaxed, the accommodation 
plentiful and the activities endless. 



West of Side, the holiday centers of Kum- 
koy, Colakh and Kamelya also offer sun 
and sea, in close proximity to ancient sites. 





Alanya Castle, Antalya 




Manavgat Waterfall, Antalya 



At Seleucia of Pamphlyia (Bucaksihlar), 

15 km northeast of Side, are the remains (in 
good condition) of Roman baths, temples, 
churches, a mausoleum, theatre and agora. 
One of the most interesting and well known 
caves in Turkey is located in Altinbesik 
Cave National Park situated 12 kilometers 
southeast of Aydmkent (ibradi) and 55 ki- 
lometers north of Manavgat. Lakes and in- 
teresting rock formations within the cave 
area as well as travertines and streams make 
this area especially fascinating. Altinbesik 
Cave is situated on the western slopes of the 
Manavgat River Valley and can be reached 
via the village of Uriinlu, which is an 



authentic village and a must-see when tra- 
velling through this area. 




The Alarahan caravanserai was built by Sel- 
juk sultan Alaeddin Keykubat in 1230 on 
the banks of the Alara River. On the top of a 
nearby hill the Alara Fortress commands a 
view of the whole area. 



Alarahan, Alanya 



The large and popular resort center of Alan- 
ya lies at one end of a rocky promontory 
which juts out into the Mediterranean be- 
tween two long sandy beaches. A fortress re- 



paired by the Seljuks in 1231, one of the 
most magnificent sights on the coast, crowns 
the headland. Nearly 150 towers punctuate 
the walls of the well-preserved, double- 
walled citadel. Within the outer walls are ru- 
ins of mosques, a caravanserai and a covered 
bazaar, and within the inner walls are a ru- 
ined cistern and a Byzantine church. Al- 
though Alanya's history dates back to Roman 
times, it rose to prominence under the Sel- 
juks, when in 1220, Alaeddin Keykubat 
made it his winter residence and naval base. 
The surviving buildings reflect the impor- 
tance of the city in Seljuk times. Besides the 
impressive citadel, tourists should explore 
the unique dockyards and the octagonal Ki- 
zil Kule (Red Tower). 



Alanya itself is a beautiful holiday center of 
modern hotels and motels, as well as numer- 
ous fish restaurants, cafes and bars. The 
cafes that ring the harbor have become 
popular gathering places for tourists. There 
are also three blue flag beaches. From the 
town's lovely park, the road runs along the 
coast to the harbor, lined with countless 
boutiques that tempt tourists with handi- 
crafts, leather, clothes, jewelry, handbags 
and the amusing painted gourds that are a 
symbol of the area. In August, when Alanya 
hosts a colorful International Folklore 
Festival the atmosphere is charged with 
vitality and gaiety. 




Ula§ Beach, Alanya 
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Dim £ayi, Alanya 



If you enjoy exploring you should visit the 
Damlatas. Cave to see the eerie misshapen 
rock formations. Nearby is the Archeology 
and Ethnography Museum (Open weekdays 
except Monday). A boat can take you to 
three sea grottoes: Fosforlu Magara with its 
phosphorescent rocks; the Kizlar Magarasi, 
where pirates imprisoned their female cap- 
tives; and the A§iklar Magarasi. 

When the intense sun overpowers you, take 
a day trip to the Dim C^yi Valley, 15 km 
east of Alanya, where you can relax in the 
shade of this scenic valley and listen to the 
stream rushing by. Thirty km east of Alanya 
is Aytap, the historical harbor city of lotape 
and a great excursion site with Roman ruins, 
secluded beaches and bays. 

If you travel east from Alanya towards Gazi- 
pa§a you will discover and, no doubt, linger 
on the exceptional beaches. The attractive 
Gazipa§a County was awarded its name by 
Mustafa Kemal Ataturk Near Gazipa§a is Ya- 
landiinya Cave with many natural water 
pools. Also discover the Korsanlar A§k 
Magarasi (Pirates' Love Cave). The royal 
graves at Doganma on Mt. Adanda and Mt. 
Guney are also worth seeing. Near the 
ancient city of Solinos there is a comfortable 
vacation locale. Be sure not to miss the pic- 
turesque Turkish houses at Hasdere. 

Avsallar (Incekum), about 25 km from 
Alanya to the west, is a holiday resort center 
with fine sandy beaches. 




EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN COAST 




Kizkalesi, Mersin 



Mark Antony gave the lovely Cilician shores 
between Alanya and the Syrian Border to 
Cleopatra as a wedding present. Also associ- 
ated with the region's past is St. Paul, a na- 
tive of Tarsus. Today the region is known 
for its fertile soil which produces abundant 
crops, and for the hospitality of the region's 
denizens. 

Surrounded by densely cultivated market 
gardens, Mersin, the provincial center of 
tcel, lies midway on the eastern Mediterra- 
nean coast of Turkey. Its shady palm-lined 
avenues, city park and modern hotels create 
a pleasant ambience from which to visit the 
nearby historical sites and numerous beach- 
es. A rapidly developing city and the largest 
free-zone port on the Turkish Mediterran- 
ean, Mersin has a regular car ferry service to 
Gazimagosa (Famagusta) in the Turkish Re- 
public of Northern Cyprus. In the fish- mar- 
ket, sample the daily catch in one of the se- 




veral inexpensive restaurants. Other local 
delicacies include cezerye h a local confection 
made of carrot rolled around a walnut cen- 
ter, and biberli ekmek, a small pizza topped 
with a spicy meatless sauce. Despite its very 
modern appearance, Mersin (ancient Zephy- 
rium) occupies the site of an extremely an- 
cient city. It was called Kizuwatna by the 
Hittites. At the Yumuktepe tumulus, three 
kilometers west of town, continuing excava- 
tions have unearthed several successive set- 
tlements dating back to 6000 BC to the 
Neolithic Age. It has also been learned from 
a letter from the Hittite queen, Puduhepa 
(1282-1275 BC), to the Ugarite king in 
Syria, Niqmepa, that the residents of Ura 
(Hyria) at the head of the Goksu (Calycad- 
nos) River in Igel were engaged in sea trade 
with the Ugarites. There are remains of vari- 
ous civilizations throughout Igel, but the 
majority of remains are from the Roman, 
Byzantine, and Turkish eras. 
















Kings' Tombs, Mersin 




Three Beauties, Narlikuyu Mosaic Museum, Mersin 



FROM MERSIN TO ANAMUR 



The road from Mersin to Silifke closely fol- 
lows the coast, passing pine forests and 
orange groves. On one side lie the ruins of 
cities, basilicas and tombs, on the other a 
series of small secluded coves with sandy 
beaches. Eleven km west of Mersin is a row 
of Corinthian columns that once lined the 
main street of Viransehir (ancient 
Pompeiopolis and Soloi), founded in 700 
BC by Rhodians. At Kanhdivane are the 
ruins of ancient Kanytelis, with tombs 
resembling small temples and churches, and 
sarcophagi dating from Roman and 
Byzantine times. The city itself and the ruins 
are all on the sides of a deep chasm. 

Kizkalesi, 50 km southwest of Mersin, is a 
holiday resort and the ancient site of Kory- 
kos, with fine sandy beaches, motels and 
camp sites. The 12th century Castle of Kory- 
kos on shore faces another fort, Kizkalesi 
(Maiden's Castle), that stands on a tiny is- 
land 200 meters offshore. Formerly a sea 
wall joined the two fortresses. 

Just beyond Kizkalesi, on a bay lined with 
fish restaurants at the little fishing village of 
Narhkuyu, is a Roman mosaic called the 
Three Beauties. Farther on is a naturally 
formed cave known as Cermet (Heaven) 
275 meters bv 125 meters at the bottom of a 
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Adam Kayalar 
(Human Boulders), Mersin 




Chapel at the entrance to the 
"Heaven" cave 



valley, and a deep chasm called Cehennem 
(Hell). In the Vale of Heaven are the ruins of 
a temple converted into a Christian chapel in 
the fifth century. The chasm called hell is 
50-75 m wide and 80-120 m deep. Nearby 
is the deep Narhkuyu Cave, full of stalag- 
mites and stalactites and calcium carbonate. 
The humid air in the cave reportedly helps 
those who suffer from respiratory diseases. 
The Romans carved stairs going down into 
the cave. 

The Mausoleum of the Fearless King 
(Mezgit Kalesi) is 12 km north of Susanog- 
lu Beach and 2.5 km east of Pash Village. 

The mausoleum facade is 8 meters high, 
with Corinthian columns and a 1 -meter- 
high relief of Priapos on the base. It is the 
largest mausoleum and dates from Roman 
times. 

Slightly inland is Silifke (90 km from Mer- 
sin) spreading out at the foot of a hill. This 
piece of high ground crowned with a citadel 
was formerly the acropolis of ancient Cilici- 
an Seleucia. In the town a Roman bridge da- 
ting to 77 or 78 AD crosses the ancient Caly- 
cadnos River, today known as the Goksu. 
Ruins of a Roman temple and a 200 AD the- 
ater can also be seen. Ataturk once stayed in 
a local turn-of-the-century house that has 
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now been converted into the Ethnography 
Museum. The Silifke Archeology Museum, 
on the road to Tasucu, is filled with relics 
from all over the area. Also located in Silifke 
are the Aladdin Mosque and the Tevekkiil 
Sultan Shrine. In the Goksu Delta, over 300 
species of birds are protected. 

In Demircili (the ancient Imbriogon) , north 
of Silifke on the way to Uzuncaburg, there 
are well-preserved memorial tombs of the 
early Roman period. 

The drive up the mountain road to the mag- 
nificent ancient site of Diocaesarea (Uzun- 
caburc) at 1200 meters is lined with large 
tombs. The remains of the impressive Tem- 
ple of Zeus Olbius from the Hellenistic peri- 
od, the Temple of Tyche, the god of luck, a 
monumental arch, a theater built between 
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Anamur Castle, Mersin 




161-180 AD, a Byzantine church, and a 
tower are outstanding. Four kilometers to 
the east are the ruins of Olba (Ura) where 
the Roman aqueducts, theater, and fountain 
make a quick tour well worthwhile. 

Continuing along the coastal road south 
from Silifke you come to the 5th century 
Meryemlik (Ayatekla), a Roman necropolis 
with the tomb and church of St. Thecla, the 
first female martyr / saint. 

Ta§ucu, with good accommodation for 
tourists, is a resort town with sandy beaches 
and a harbor. A regular sea bus and ferry 
boat service connects the town with Girne in 
the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus. 

Ovacik, 44 km west of Tasucu, is a quiet 
spot well-known for its fisherman's wharf 




and beach. The Peninsula (ancient Cava- 
liere) of Ovacik is one of the natural high- 
lights of Turkey, an ideal area for diving. If 
this sport interests you, visit Kosrelik Bay 
(Afrodisias) and Kosrelik Island. Eighteen 
km southeast of Ovacik off the coast of Kos- 
relik Bay, you will find Roman ruins and 
beautiful mosaics. Off Aydincik, to the west 
of Ovacik, the surrounding sailing waters are 
clearly marked, ensuring yacht safety along 
this breathtaking stretch of coast. The shore 
road that clings to the pine-clad mountain 
slopes, which plunge steeply down to the 
sea, offers spectacular views of cliffs, coves 
and the brilliant turquoise waters of the 
Mediterranean. 

Another 36 km to the west of Aydincik, Boz- 
yazi is a holiday center with clean and 
roomy camping sites along its wide beaches. 

The fine, well-preserved Anamur Castle, set 
between two curving sandy beaches, com- 
mands a splendid view of the coastline. Ori- 
ginally built by the Crusaders in the Middle 
Ages, it later served as an Ottoman strong- 
hold. 

Thirteen km from Bozyazi and a few km in- 
land, the town of Anamur is nestled in the 
mountains with banana plantations surroun- 
ding it. Just west of town on a beautiful 
beach are the ruins of ancient Anamorium 
with double ramparts, theater, odeon, bath 
and necropolis. Situated on terraces above 
the sea, it is perfect for a climb to the top 
which overlooks one of the cleanest and 
most pristine seasides in Turkey. 
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Uzuncaburg Silifke, Mersin 



TARSUS TO ANTAKYA 



East of Mersin, on the edge of the fertile Qu- 
kurova Plain, is Tarsus, the birthplace of St. 
Paul. Of ancient origin, the city was invaded 
and destroyed on several occasions. In the 
past, it had served as a capital city. Archeolo- 
gical remains to be seen are some bronze 
weapons, the Cleopatra Gate through which 
Mark Antony and Cleopatra passed when 
they came to Tarsus to meet, a Hittite tem- 
ple, an ancient church, the Ottoman Ulu Ca- 
mi, and the Kubat Pasa theological school. 
Little streams, waterfalls and shady trees at 
the Tarsus Falls on the outskirts of town are 
an idyllic place to spend an afternoon. The 
Karaburcak Park is perfumed by its groves 
of eucalyptus trees. 

Set in the heart of the (^ukurova (Cilician) 
Plain, Turkey's fourth largest city, Adana is 
at the center of a rich agricultural region and 
a thriving textile industry. The 310-meter- 
long Ta§kopru (Stone Bridge) built by Had- 
rian and repaired by Justinian spans the Sey- 
han River which bisects the town; only 14 
of the bridge's original 21 arches still stand. 
Of interest in the city are the Ulu Mosque 
built in 1509, the Eski Mosque, the Hasan 
Aga Mosque, the 19th-century clock tower 
and the old covered bazaar. To be included 




Karatepe - Aslantaf, Osmaniye 



in a tour of the city are three museums: the 
Archeological Museum, which displays lo- 
cally excavated Hittite and Roman remains; 
the charming Ethnography Museum; and 
the Atatiirk Culture Museum. 



After a day of sightseeing you can sample 
Adana kebab, a sensational spicy kebab of 
ground meat. Local beverages include shal- 
gam, a drink made from dark turnips, and 
shira, a type of grape juice. 

North of the city, at the Seyhan Dam and 
Lake, are shady walks, quaint tea gardens 
and restaurants set in a cool place to escape 
the heat. At sunset, look back toward the 
city to the peaceful, winding ruby river, 
lined with twinkling lights. 

The nearest beaches with accommodation 
facilities are at Yumurtahk, where an an- 
cient harbor castle dominates the pictur- 
esque fisherman's wharf, and at Karata§ 
Fishermen will enjoy the scene, and the 
catch, at £amhk Park. 

Off the road from Adana to tskenderun, 
near Yakapinar, lies Misis, a city which de- 
rived its wealth from its position on the Silk 



Road. There are several Roman ruins at the 
site, including a beautiful fourth-century 
mosaic pavement depicting Noah's Ark and 
the animals. Further along the road are the 
impressive ruins of the Yilanhkale (Jahme- 
ran castle) atop a rocky peak that dominates 
the Ceyhan River. South of Yilanhkale, in 
the Sirkeli region, a somewhat weathered 
Hittite relief marks Muvattalish's stop here 
on his way to Egypt. North of Ceyhan lies 
the village of Dilekkaya, (the ancient Ana- 
varza), where you can view the ruins of a 
Roman-Byzantine city and an impressive 
castle. The small museum at the site has two. 
particularly fine mosaics from Roman baths. 
Osmaniye, inland from the head of the Gulf 
of Iskenderun, is the turn-off for two more 
ancient sites. The road to Karatepe takes 
you to the ancient Roman city of Castabala, 
where a colonnaded street, theater, baths 
and a fortress on the hill evoke a bygone era. 
At the Karatepe National Park, (a neo- 
Hittite site), the remains of the summer resi- 
dence of King Asitawada, tablets bearing Hit- 
tite and Phoenician inscriptions which were 
important in deciphering the Hittite lan- 
guage and an open-air museum with fine 
bas-reliefs reveal the importance and asto- 
nishing aesthetic of this ancient civilization. 
There are two statues of bulls, and one with 
a human body and lion's head. 

This region was much fought over during 
the Crusades and the impressive fortress at 




Sokulu Mehmet pa§a 
Complex, Payas, iskenderun 




Anavarza Mosaics, Adana 



Toprakkale was for a time held by the Euro- 
pean armies. Further back in history, 
Alexander the Great defeated Darius III and 
the Persian army in 333 BC at the Plain of 
Issos (Dortyol). Today this area is covered 
with large citrus groves which supply the co- 
untry with oranges, tangerines and lemons. 

At Yakacik (Payas), off the highway that 
outlines the coast of the Gulf of Iskenderun, 
the splendid 16th-century Sokollu Mehmet 
Pasa Complex includes mosque, bath, ba- 
zaar, caravanserai and medrese. Other 
monuments include the Cinkulesi (Tower of 
Jinns) and a castle. 



Iskenderun, formerly Alexandretta, was 

founded by Alexander the Great after his vic- 
tory over the Persians on the Plain of Issos. 
Today it is a busy commercial center and 
port with a fine harbor. Excellent hotels, res- 
taurants and cafes line the sea front surroun- 
ded by parks and palm trees. The culinary 
speciality of Iskenderun is sumptuous 
prawns. Gourmets should also try both ku- 
nefe, a hot dessert of sweetened shredded 
wheat filled with melted cheese, and humus, 
an appetizer of pureed chickpeas, garlic and 
paprika. Good souvenirs include hand 
carved wooden tables and chairs and other 
objects of wood. 




St. Pierre (Peter's) Church, Antakya 



On the coast south of Iskenderun, the holi- 
day town of Ulucinar (Arsuz) has good 
beaches, hotels, guest-houses and res- 



taurants. 



On the way to Antakya, off the main road, is 
the mountain resort of Sogukoluk where 
you can retreat from the summer blazing 
sun. After you cross the Belen Pass, stop at 
Bagras Castle, which was held at various 
times by the Byzantines, Mamluks and Cru- 
saders. The castle was originally built to 
control the route to Arabia. There is a chapel 
in the castle. 




Antakya, the biblical city of Antioch, lies on 
the Asi River (Orontes) on a fertile plain 
surrounded by grand mountains. Once the 
capital of the Seleucid kings, it was notori- 
ous for its wealth and luxury. In Roman 
times, the city continued to thrive with com- 
merce and culture. It featured prominently 
in early Christianity where the name 
"Christian" was first coined. 



Titus Vespasianus Tunnel 
Samandag, Hatay 



The Antakya Archeology Museum houses 
one of the richest collections of Roman 
mosaics in the world (Open weekdays except 
Monday). These fantastic mosaics in stone were 



uncovered mostly at excavations in Antakya 
and nearby Daphne. Outside the town is the 
Grotto of Peter the apostle. In 1983 the 
church was declared a sacred site by the Va- 
tican. Other places of interest include a bust- 
ling bazaar and the Mosque of Habib Neccar. 



South of the grotto, the Iron Gate was one of 
the actual entrances of biblical Antioch. 
Strolling through the old part of town, you 
cannot help recalling that Paul, Peter, Barna- 
bas, and others walked these streets, for lit- 
tle has changed since that time. The Castle of 
Antioch, set high above the city, offers a 
magnificent view over the city and the plain. 




journey from here it was a busy port. The 
most interesting monument to see is the 
Tunnel of Titus, built to divert rain water. 
Even by today's standards it is a tremendous 
engineering achievement. You should also 
drive to the Temple of Zeus at Kapisuyu vil- 
lage for a spectacular panorama of the 
ancient harbor, sandy beach and fertile 
plain. 



Two roads lead from Antakya to Syria: the 
one to the east and Aleppo passes through 
the frontier town of Reyhanh; the one to the 
south goes through Yayladag towards Lazki- 
ye, Tripoli and Beirut. 



South of Antakya is Harbiye, the ancient 
Daphne, where, according to mythology, 
Apollo tried to make the wood nymph, 
Daphne, his lover. To escape him, she 
changed into a laurel tree. The city was a 
luxurious suburb in Roman times. Covered 
with orchards, gardens, laurel trees, and 
waterfalls, this is an excellent place for a 
good meal. In October, delicious Harbiye 
dates are in season. Wonderful laurel-scen- 
ted soap can also be purchased here. 



Samandag, 25 km from Antakya, is a resort 
town with a pristine beach. Seleucia Peria 
(Cevlik), north of town, was founded 
around 300 BC and by the time Paul and 
Barnabas started on their first missionary 
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TOURIST INFORMATION OFFICES 



ANTALYA 



ADANA 



ALANYA 
ANAMUR 

ANTAKYA 

(HATAY) 



- (Provincial Directorate) Quark Man., 
Ataturk Cad., No : 11 

Tel : (322) 363 12 87 - 363 14 48 
Fax : (322) 363 13 46 

- (Info.) §akirpasa Airport 

Tel : (322) 436 92 14, Fax : (322) 436 92 14 

- Damlatas Magarasi Yam, Damlatas. Cad., No : 1 
Tel : (242) 513 12 40, Fax : (242) 513 54 36 

- Otogar Binasi No: 2, 

Tel : (324) 814 35 29, Fax : (324) 814 40 58 

- Valilik Binasi, Kat : 4, 

Tel : (326) 216 06 10, Fax : (326) 213 57 40 



BURDUR 



- (Provincial Directorate) Tongug Cad., 
TRT yam, No : 21 P.O. Box 493 

Tel : (242) 343 27 60-61 
Fax : (242)343 27 58 

- (Info.) Cumhuriyet Cad.Ozel Idare Alti, No : 2, 
Tel : (242) 241 17 47, Fax : (242) 241 17 47 

- Antalya Airport, 

- Bayindir Antalya Dis Hatlar Terminali 

- Tel : (242) 330 36 00/1433 

- Burg Mah., Cumhuriyet Meydam, 
Kiiltur Sarayi Kat : 2 

Tel : (248) 233 10 78, Fax : (248) 233 50 94 
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ISPARTA 



- 2. Sahilyolu No : 13 
Tel : (246) 311 43 88, Fax : (246) 311 20 98 

- Valilik Binasi, Kat : 3 

Tel : (246) 223 27 98, Fax : (246) 232 61 42 
E-mail : ilturmud@t. tnet.net.tr 
SKENDERUN - Ataturk Bulv., No : 49/B 

Tel : (326) 614 16 20, Fax : (326) 613 28 79 

- Cumhuriyet Meydam, No : 5, 
Tel : (242) 836 12 38, Fax : (242) 836 16 95 

- Belediye Binasi Altt 
Tel : (242) 814 11 12, Fax : (242) 814 15 36 

- (Provincial Directorate) Ismet Inonii Bui. 
Uman Girisi., No : 5/2 
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MERSIN 



(tCEL) Tel : (324) 238 32 70 - 237 97 45, 

Fax : (324) 238 32 72 

(Info.) Ismet Inonii Blv, Liman Girisi No : 5/1, 
- Tel : (324) 238 32 71, Fax : (324) 238 32 72 
OSMANlYE - Rahime Hatun Mah., Musa $ahin Bulv., 

No: 331, Kat: 3, 

Tel : (328) 813 74 61, Fax : (328) 813 74 60 
SIDE-MANAVGAT - Side Yolu Uzeri, Manavgat 

Tel : (242) 753 12 65, Fax : (242) 753 26 57 
StLtFKE - Gazi Mah., V. Gurten Bozbey Cad., No : 6 

Tel : (324) 714 11 51, Fax : (324) 714 53 28 



